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How nany lawyers does it take to change
alight bulb? Answer in the custoniary
p l a c e .

one Australian; we'll go with EEIIC LINDSAY
whose convention and fan-travel reports
show the universal i ty of fandom. (And how
s m a l l o u r r o l e i n i t i s , b u t t h a t ' s n o t
the si±) ject of the moment.)

Out of that lot, we'l l be lucky if 2,
poss ib l y 3 , ac tua l l y ge t nomina ted . Bu t
hey, i t ' s ou r ba l l o t , we can nomina te
v ^ K x n w e c h o o s e .

O F F

We have toyed, on and off, with the
n o t i o n o f b i d d i n g a M a r y l a n d s i t e f o r
Corflu or Ditto, or possibly start ing up
another small con. Right now, we have
86'ed that notion. The bottom line is,
we' re not a leader, we' re anatura l -bom
fo l l owe r t ype . Unde r t he fine o l d f ann i sh
dictum of "That's agood idea, you do iti",
if anyone else starts up such aproject,
we would probably cooperate i f asked.

P R I N C I P I A A R T I S n C A

Back \dien Lyn McConchie sent us the cat
a r t i c l e f o r § ^ 0 , w e d u g i n o u r fi l e s f o r
c a t a r t , f o u n d a s h o r t a g e i n t h a t d e p a r t ¬
ment , and as happens far too of ten, ca l led
on Shery l B i rkhead fo r he lp . A few days
la te r an enve lope a r r i ved w i th seme fe l ine
d r a w i n g s . A f e w d a y s a f t e r t h a t , a n o t h e r
envelope arrived with this cover. Sheryl
w a s c o o l w i t h t h e f a c t t h a t i t w o u l d b e a
\diile before we could use it, and approved
in advance the color of paper. We are
de l igh ted to have Shery l ' s a r t back on our
c o v e r , a n d w e l i k e fl i t t e r k i t t i e s ! M r o w r !
Rober t Sabe l la o f fe red an en l igh ten ing
ar t ic le about an author in v^ose work , as
we admit ted to Robert , we' re not as wel l
r e a d a s w e s h o u l d b e . R a c h e l R u s s e l l s h a r e s
her ins ights about apuzz l ing phenomenon
fi r s t m e n t i o n e d i n t h e T w i n k l e t t e r c o l .

Coming up: another cover by Franz Mikl is
for §^3. Due to having committed to the
Sabel la p iece for th is issue, "SF 102" has
b e e n d e f e r r e d t o n e x t i s h v ^ e r e i t w i l l
p robab l y be ou r l ead a r t i c l e . So the re ' s
s t i l l t i m e f o r t h o s e v ^ o h a v e n o t d o n e s o
to get in your "Required Reading" list of
not more than 15 books "most representat ive'
of SF. More than 50 wri ters have already
been mentioned! Responses by the end of
January, i f a t a l l poss ib le , so we have
t i m e t o fi n i s h c o l l a t i n g s u g g e s t i o n s a n d
w r i t i n g t h e a r t i c l e .

O U R H U G O N O M I N A T i a i S

It 's that t ime again. In the fanzine
category, we can only nominate v±iat we're
familiar with. Some probably worthy zines,
we either don't get, or haven't received
long enough to have an informed opinion.
And we're not going to nominate certain
perpetual nominees on the grot inds that
they don't need our support. This year as
last, our first choice is TOM SADLER's The
Reluctant Famulus, which is way overdue
to be nominated. We also greatly admire
GUY LILLIAN Ill 's Challenger. BILL BOWERS'
Outworlds has probably been nominated in
its long run, but its return frem gafia,
espec ia l l y #70 , pu ts i t on ou r ba l l o t . We
b e l i e v e t h a t F O S F A X s t i l l d e s e r v e s i t s
chance to ge t a rocke t . Under the doc t r i ne
that sometimes one ought to make asincere
if pointless gesture, we nominate ROBERT
S A B E L L A ' s V i s i o n s O f P a r a d i s e .

In the fan artist category, you all know
v^ere we stand on STEVE STILES (our #9
cove r, mos t o f Trap Doo r #18 ) and SHERYL
BIRKHEAD (in addition to this cover, more
c o v e r s a n d fi l l o s i n o t h e r z i n e s t h a n w e
can count). To add an international flavor,
we nominate British artist SUE MASON (our
#11 cover), v^o ought to be better )cnown
i n U . S . f a n z i n e s , a n d o u r e c c e n t r i c A u s t r o -
Celtic correspondent, FRANZ MIKLIS (among
others, the upcoming Twink #13 cover) .

For fan writers, it's an easy choice to
support JOSEPH T. MAJOR again; his articles,
letters, and reviews are x±»iqmtous. In a
less obvious direction, we support SUE
BURKE on the grounds that encouraging fans
to write is aGood Thing. Being azealous
letterhack is an overlooked contribution,
and besides, LLOYD PENNEY is Canadian. And
he has those shi r ts . Since Wor ldcon is
back Down Under, we really ought to ncminate

Six . One to change the l igh t bu lb , four
to look up the precedents , and one to fi le
the appea l on beha l f o f t he o ld bu lb .

T w i n k

E . B . F r o h v e t , e d i t o r & p i ± ) l i s h e r
4725 Dorsey Hall Drive
B o x # A - 7 0 0
El l icot t Ci ty MD 21042 U.S.A.



T h i s i s i s s u e § M o f Tw i n k , a q u a r t e r l y
f a n z i n e f r c x n C h a f fi n c h P u b l i c a t i o n s . N e x t
i s s u e : A p r i l 1 9 9 9 . D e a d l i n e f o r n e x t i s s u e :
February 28 , 1999. Twink is ava i lab le fo r
c o n t r i b u t i o n s , L OC ' s , i n t r a d e f o r y o u r f a n z i n e ,
or by editorial whim. Our main focus is on SF,
fan tasy, and fandcm. A r t i c l es , r ev iews , conven t i on
repor ts , e tc . , re la ted to SF or fandom, are welcome.
We a r e n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n p u b l i s h i n g fi c t i o n , p o e t r y,
or mundane travelogues. All contributions are greatly appreciated; however the
Editor reserves the ric^t to modify/edit al l material. Contributions represent
the opinions of individuals and should not necessarily be construed as the
editorial posit ion of Twink. Material wil l not be returned unless specifcally
asked fo r ; we encourage d isposab le pho tocop ies . A l l l e t te rs rece ived w i l l be
presumed to be IXXT's and will be considered for publication unless clearly
marked as IX1Q.

Ma i l i ng l i s t po l i cy : Anyone vA io w r i t es / con t r i bu tes / t rades more o r l ess
regularly (approximately every other issue) is likely to stay on the mailing
list. Anyone vto is sent unsolicited issues of Twink, v^o does not respond at
all after two issues, may be dropped from the mailing list without further
notice. If this tit le page is hi^lited in yellow, you may assume that you will
not receive further issues without responding.

This issue is dedicated to the memory of Cl i f ford D. Simak.
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W E ' R E A L L

A F R I C A N A N Y W A Y

P a r t I V

T h e O l d M a s t e r

b y E . B . F r o h v e t

would not have been aprudent issue
t o r a i s e — i n 1 9 4 1 . . .

A s u r p r i s i n g d e p a r t u r e o c c u r s i n
the now obscure novel la "Magic Inc."
(1942) . The s to ry s t ipu la tes a
wor ld v;here magic is real , l icensed
o n m u c h t h e s a m e b a s i s a s l a w o r
account ing . (Decades la te r, Har ry
T u r t l e d o v e b o r r o w e d t h e p r e m i s e f o r
T h e To x i c S p e l l D u m p , a n d \ r a s n e i t h e r
t h e fi r s t n o r t h e l a s t t o b o r r o w

f r o m H e i n l e i n . ) A b u s i n e s s m a n , t r o u b l e d
b y c o m p e t i t o r s ' s p a l l s , r e c e i v e s a n o t e
f r o m a n e l d e r l y w i t c h : " T h i s i s t o i n t r o ¬
duce my esteemed friend. Dr. Royce
Worthington." The businessman cal ls Dr.
Wor th ing ton , judg ing h im f rom h is "cu l tu red
Br i t i sh vo i ce " to be "an Eng l i sh un ive r¬
s i t y don" t ype . The p ro tagon is t i s taken
aback when he meets the worthy doctor,
who possesses an air of "great digni ty and
e v i d e n t i n t e l l i g e n c e " . H o w e v e r, t h i s
p a r a g o n i s a l s o " b l a c k a s d r a f t s m a n ' s
i n k ! " ( E x c l a m a t i o n p o i n t , s i c . )

T h e fi r s t p e r s o n p r o t a g o n i s t t r i e s n o t
to show surp r i se , s ta t ing , " I have an
u t t e r h o r r o r o f s h o w i n g t h a t k i n d o f
rudeness . " (The emphas is , th is t ime, i s
ours. ) Dr. Worth ington turns out to be an
a n t h r o p o l o g i s t , n o t a m a g i c i a n ; b u t i s
p r e p a r e d t o d e m o n s t r a t e o n e o f t h e " o d d
bypaths" of his science. The vray Heinlein
go t away w i th t h i s , de fy ing Pa t r i ck
M c G u i r e ' s s p e c u l a t i o n ( T w i n k # 8 l e t t e r
column) is by reducing Worthington to a
f a m i l i a r r o l e t h a t a w h i t e r e a d e r o f t h e
t ime found acceptab le : an Af r ican wi tch
doc to r i n l eopa rd sk i n l o i nc l o th , beads ,
and pa in t . (F red r i c B ro^m used as im i l a r
gimmick in Martians Go Home, 1955.)

We wonder if this passage appeared in
t h e o r i g i n a l , o r i f i t i r a s , a g a i n , a d d e d
f o r t h e l a t e r r e l e a s e o f t h e s t o r i ^ i n
b o o k f o r m . I t r e v e a l s a v i e w p o i n t t h a t , t o

R o b e r t H e i n l e i n ; r a s r a i s e d i n t h e s a m e
"Jim Crow" society as Andre Norton; but
h i s fi r s t m a j o r e x c u r s i o n i n t o r a c e r e l a ¬
t i ons , t hough i t d i d no t i nvo l ve b lacks ,
i s s t i l l r a t h e r a p p a l l i n g t o t h e m o d e m
r e a d e r. T l i e D a y A f t e r To m o r r o w ( 1 9 4 1 /
revised 1949) is aclassic racist "yellow
per i l " s tory in ^^h ich the U.S. is invaded
b y t h e " P a n A s i a n s " , a b r u t a l m i l i t a r i s t
society obviously model led on Japan in
W o r l d W a r I I . T h e p l o t , h o w e v e r c l e v e r , i s
exp l i c i t l y wh i te men aga ins t t he ho r r i d
A s i a n s . T h e r e a r e n o f e m a l e c h a r a c t e r s a n d
no blacks. To give Heinlein such meager
credit as may be due, there is one sympa¬
t h e t i c n o n - w h i t e c h a r a c t e r , t h e A s i a n -
A m e r i c a n , F r a n k M i t s u i . T h e i n v a d e r s ,
mistrusting Americans of Asian ancestry,
have simply wiped them out, including
M i t s u i ' s w i f e a n d c h i l d r e n . W h e n M i t s u i
comes into the surviving American military
base, the commanding officer Ardmore, to
h i s c r e d i t , d e f e n d s h i m a s " a n A m e r i c a n
c i t i z e n a n d a c i v i l i a n u n d e r o u r p r o t e c t i o n
— n o t a p r i s o n e r . " W e w o n d e r i f t h a t v r a s
inser ted in the pos t -war, 1949 rewr i te .

A s s u m i n g f o r t h e s a k e o f d i s c u s s i o n t h a t
there ws some weapon that could affect
one rac ia l group and not another —whic l i
p r e s u p p o s e s s o m a f u n d a m e n t a l , n o t s u p e r ¬
fi c i a l d i f f e r e n c e t h a t s u c h a w e a p o n c o u l d
e x p l o i t — w e w o n d e r h o w i t w o u l d \ r o r k o n
persons of mixed ancestry? But perhaps that



b e c a n d i d , s e e m s o u t o f c h a r a c t e r f o r
H e i n l e i n :

" W e w h i t e m e n i n t h i s c o u n t r y a r e
i n c l i n e d t o u n d e r e s t i m a t e t h e b l a c k m a n
— I l o i o w I d o — b e c a u s e v / e s e e h i m o u t
o f h i s c u l t u r a l m a t r i x . T h o s e w e I m o w h a v e
h a d t h e i r o ™ c u l t u r e w r e n c h e d f r o m t h e m
some generations back and aservi le pseudo
culture imposed on them by force. We
f o r g e t t h a t t h e b l a c k m a n h a s a c u l t u r e
o f h i s o w n , o l d e r t h a n o u r s a n d m o r e
sol idly grounded, based on character and
t h e p o w e r o f t h e m i n d . . . B u t i t i s a s t e m
fi e r c e c u l t u r e w i t h n o s e n t i m e n t a l c o n c e r n
for the weak and the unfit "

Perhaps we may be forgiven for suspect¬
ing that Heinlein's admiration, if any,
w a s f o r t h e b m t a l " s u r v i v a l o f t h e
fi t t e s t " q u a l i t y o f A f r i c a n c u l t u r e ( a
theme he would return to in, e.g. , Tunnel
I n T h e S l c y ) ; a n d t h a t h e h a d s m a l l c o n c e r n
f o r , s a y, t h e w a y w o m e n a r e t r e a t e d i n
A f r i c a .

R o c k e t S h i p G a l i l e o ( 1 9 4 7 ) h a s n o b l a c k
characters, though it does have the Jew,
M a u r i c e A b r a m s , a t a t i m e w h e n J e w s w e r e

aminority nearly as discriminated against
in the U.S. as blacks, and only marginally
b e t t e r a s s i m i l a t e d . I n S p a c e C a d e t ( 1 9 4 8 )
t h e r e i s a p a s s i n g r e f e r e n c e t o a c a d e t
being Musl im, and one of the officers of
the Aes Tr ip lex i s be la ted ly revea led to
be b lack , h i n t i ng d i sc ree t l y a t an i n te¬
g r a t e d s o c i e t y — b u t o n l y j u s t h i n t i n g .
There are scarcely more hints in Red Planet
( 1 9 4 9 ) , w h e r e o n e o f t h e h e r o e s ' s c h o o l
mates is Eskimo (meager credit again:
F r a n k , t h e c l a s s i c " s i d e k i c k " , i s a t l e a s t
e jq^ l ic i t ly Roman Cathol ic) ; and in Farmer
In The Sky (1950 ) and Be tween P lane ts
(1951), where at least asociety which is
integrated between whites and Asians is
s t i pu l a ted —see t he r es tau ran t keepe r
"O ld Cha r l i e " —though wh i t es s t i l l seem
t o h o l d a l l t h e p o s i t i o n s o f a u t h o r i t y.

T h e R o l l i n g S t o n e s ( 1 9 5 2 ) a n d S t a r m a n
Jones (1953) have nothing to say on the
s u b j e c t o f r a c e .

Aside from "Magic Inc.", Heinlein seems
t o h a v e a r r i v e d a t t h e d e c i s i o n t o u s e a
significant black character in his eighth
juveni le novel . The Star Beast (1954) ,
w i t h r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e p r e p a r a t i o n . I n a
sense Mr. Kiku is an archetypal Heinlein
fi g u r e , t h e m e n t o r , t h e e l d e r m a l e w h o

advises the younger male. (Dr. Cargreaves
in Rocket Ship Gal i leo, Sgt . Z im in
S t a r s h i p T r o o p e r s , J u b a l H a r s h a w i n
S t r a n g e r . ) T h e s u b t l e d i f f e r e n c e i s t h a t
Kiku is mentor principally to the secon¬
dary character Greenberg, not to the
protagonist John Thcanas Stuart; the obvious
d i f f e r e n c e i s t h a t M r . K i k u i s b l a c k .

His Excel lency, Henry Gladstone Kiku,
Permanent Under Secretary for Spatial
Affa i rs, wonders "Why had he ever lef t
Africa?" His hobby is "studying real
estate prospectuses from Kenya": the myth¬
i c a l r e t i r e m e n t f a n t a s y h e w i l l n e v e r
a c t u a l l y g o t o : K i k u i s t h e s o r t w h o w i l l
drop dead at his deslc scxneday. As ablack
character in 1954, he is inevitably and
safely non-sexual, even though he finally
finds himself trying to explain the "facts
of life" to Betty Sorenson, who already
l o i o w s t h e m . S t i l l , i t i s l a r g e l y M r. K i k u
w h o s h a p e s t h e e v e n t u a l d e a l w i t h t h e
Hroshij, thus the conclusion of the story.
I t i s a b u n d a n t l y c l e a r t h a t K i k u i s i n
authority over his nominal "superior", the
S e c r e t a r y . B y 1 9 5 4 s t a n d a r d s t h i s i s a
b e t t e r - t h a n - 3 x p e c t e d p o r t r a y a l o f a b l a c k
c h a r a c t e r .

Perhaps in reaction to the aggressively
c o m p e t e n t K i k u , H e i n l e i n ' s n e x t n o t a b l e
b l a c k c h a r a c t e r , i n T i m e F o r T h e S t a r s
( 1 9 5 5 ) , i s A l f r e d M c N e i l l . " U n c l e A l f " i s
a s a f e , r e a s s u r i n g b l a c k c h a r a c t e r , a n
elder ly widower ( thus —again —safely
asexua l on two coun ts ) , qu ie t , po l i t e ,
d e f e r e n t i a l . I f h e i s n o t q u i t e a s e r v a n t ,
" U n c l e A l f " i s s e c u r e l y i n t h e t r a d i t i o n
of elderly blacks relating to young
whites: the honorific even conjures up
"Uncle Remus", the myth ical e lder ly b lack
s t o r y t e l l e r .

One book in which Heinlein clearly
shows an integrated society is Tunnel In
The Sky (1955). It's al\rays been one of
o u r f a v o r i t e s , p a r t l y b e c a u s e i t ' s a l s o a
rar i ty among Heinlein books, one that has
be l ievab le (more or less) female charac ters
actually relating to males on something
other than asexual level. Agroup of
s t u d e n t s a r e m a t t e r - t r a n s m i t t e d t o a
p l a n e t f o r a " s u r v i v a l " t e s t , a n d g e t
stranded there. (It 's also afine example
of what l i terary cri t ics cal l "compress-
ion ism" : asmal l g roup o f charac te rs who
a r e i s o l a t e d f r o n i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h t h e
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r e s t o f s o c i e t y. )
I t ' s c lea r the g roup i s p redominan t l y

w h i t e , b u t i n c l u d e s t h e " Z u l u " g i r l
Caroline Mshiyeni; Carmen Garcia; and
Margery Chung. The Hispanic g i r l prompt ly
marr ies an Anglo, but they were acouple
a l r e a d y, m e m b e r s o f t h e s a m e c h u r c h . A t
o n e p o i n t t h e " m a y o r " a s k s R o d Wa l k e r , t h e
wh i te p ro tagon is t , i f he p lans to mar ry
C a r o l i n e . T h e w h i t e b o y ' s r e a c t i o n i s
p u z z l e m e n t — " W h a t g a v e y o u t h a t n o t i o n ? "
—ra ther than o f fense . C lear ly Rod does
not want to marry Caroline (Rod seems
r a t h e r n o n - s e x u a l f o r a t e e n a g e b o y ;
perhaps he 's gay) but h is ob jec t ion is to
t h e p a r t i c u l a r, n o t t o t h e n o t i o n o f
i n t e r - r a c i a l m a r r i a g e p e r s e .

P a r t o f t h e b o o k i s t o l d i n t h e f o r m o f
C a r o l i n e ' s d i a r y :

" O c t . 7 — I ' v e d e c i d e d t o m a r r y M .
" O c t . 1 0 — s e e m s I w a s m i s t a k e n — M .

i s g o i n g t o m a r r y M a r g e r y C h u n g . "
C l e a r l y t h e n o t i o n o f i n t e r - r a c i a l

m a r r i a g e i s t a ' ^ e n f o r g r a n t e d b y t h e s e
characters long before i t was accepted in
A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y .

( To t h e d i s c u s s i o n i n F O S FA X a b o u t
w h e t h e r R o d Wa l k e r i s b l a c k , w e r e s p o n d :
T h e r e ' s n o i n d i c a t i o n o f t h a t i n t h e t e x t .

A n d R o d ' s s i s t e r e v e n t u a l l y m a r r i e s h i s
t e a c h e r , D r . M a t s o n ! )

There is something strange about Cit izen
O f T h e G a l a x y ( 1 9 5 7 ) i n t h a t i t c o n c e r n s
a s u b j e c t w h i c h i n t h e u s u a l A m e r i c a n v i e w
i s i n t i m a t e l y r e l a t e d t o b l a c k p e o p l e —
s l a v e r y — a n d y e t t h e b o o k h a s n o i d e n t ¬
i fi a b l e b l a c k c h a r a c t e r s ! P e r h a p s t h e
i n t e n t o f t h e a u t h o r w a s t o j a b a k n i f e
i n t o t h e A m e r i c a n p s y c h e a n d t w i s t t h e
b lade pa in fu l l y, by hav ing the v i c t ims o f
s lavery be wh i te . (For ano ther recyc l ing ,
see, e .g . , E l izabeth Moon 's Sass inak. )
I f o n e a c c e p t s t h a t t h e u s u a l " m e n t o r "
wise elder male archetype speaks for
Hein le in more d i rect ly than h is younger
c h a r a c t e r s , t h e a p p r o p r i a t e fi g u r e i n
C i t i z e n , C o l . B a s l i m , h a t e s s l a v e r y w i t h
a fi e r c e p a s s i o n , a n d p a s s e s t h a t v i e w o n
t o h i s a d o p t e d s o n .

The Door In to Summer (1957) and Have
S p a c e S u i t W i l l T r a v e l ( 1 9 5 8 ) — t h e l a s t
o f t h e c l a s s i c H e i n l e i n j u v e n i l e s — a g a i n
d o n o t a d d r e s s r a c i a l i s s u e s .

I n 1 9 5 9 , H e i n l e i n j u m p e d w i t h b o t h f e e t
i n t o t h e m i l i t a r i s m t h a t h a d b e e n h i n t e d

a t i n S p a c e C a d e t a n d B e t w e e n P l a n e t s .
The au thor i s so busy ex to l l ing the v i r tues
o f t h e m i l i t a r y l i f e s t y l e t h a t h e h a s
t i t t l e a t t e n t i o n t o s p a r e f o r r a c e : o n l y
t o w a r d t h e e n d o f t h e b o o ! c d o e s o n e l e a r n
t h a t t h e p r o t a g o n i s t o f S t a r s h i p T r o o p e r s
is F i l ip ino, or more probably of some
mixed rac ia l ancest r j ' - , ra ther than wh i te .
L i k e w i s e t h e r e i s l i t t l e o r n o r e f e r e n c e
to the sub jec t i n S t ranger I n AS t range
Land, v ;here in the p r inc ipa l app lecar ts
He in l e i n i s happ i l y ove r tu rn i ng a re t hose
o f sex and re l i g i on , ra the r t han race .

Heinle in did not ment ion race to any
s ign ificant degree in G lory Road (1963) ,
excep t perhaps imp l i c i t l y a t the end (no te
O s c a r ' s a t t r a c t i o n t o t h e g i r l \ d i o h a s
f u r a l l o v e r " l i k e a c h i n c h i l l a " ) ; a n d o n l y
e n p a s s a n t i n P o d k a y n e O f M a r s ( 1 9 6 3 ) .
Although claiming to have some Maori
a n c e s t r y, t h e p r i n c i p a l c h a r a c t e r i s b l u e ¬
e y e d a n d b l o n d e , a n d w o u l d p r o b a b l y " p a s s
a s w h i t e " i n c u r r e n t A m e r i c a . T h e M a o r i

s t r a i n i s c l e a r l y m o r e n o t i c e a b l e i n
Podkayne's "Uncle Tom" (a touch of irony
p e r h a p s i n t h a t H a r r i e t B e e c h e r S t o w e
usage?) : one of the snot ty o ld lad ies on
the ship refers to h im in Podkayne's
hear ing as " that b ig b lack savage" .

I n a n o t h e r i r o n i c t u r n , t h e v i e w p o i n t
c h a r a c t e r o f 1 9 6 6 ' s T h e M o o n I s A H a r s h

M i s t r e s s i s a Ti g e r Wo o d s t y p e , a m i x t u r e
o f s e v e r a l r a c i a l s t o c k s , w h i t e , b l a c k ,
Hispanic; but the average American would
at fi rs t g lance probab ly see "Manue l
Garc ia 0 'Ke l ly Dav is" , as they see the
g o l f s t a r M r . W o o d s , a s b l a c k .

(A br ief as ide on spor ts and race: In
b a s e b a l l , u p t o t h e 1 9 4 0 ' s , l i g h t - s k i n n e d
Hispanics were permi t ted to p lay in the
Major Leagues. Dark-skinned Hispanics were



sOTiething, Heinlein seemed determined to
b e a g a i n s t i t , o r a t l e a s t w i l l i n g f o r
discussion's sake to marshal arguments
a g a i n s t i t . T h i s e v e n t u a l l y l e d h i m i n t o
some regret tably s t range areas, e.g
i n c e s t . B u t i f R o b e r t H e i n l e i n s e e m s n o t
to have had any strong personal feel ings
a b o u t r a c e r e l a t i o n s , h e d e s e r v e s c r e d i t
f o r be ing w i l l i ng t o cha l l enge Amer i ca ' s
u s u a l t a k e o n t h e s u b j e c t b e f o r e i t b e c a m e
f a s h i o n a b l e t o d o s o . A t l e a s t o n o c c a s i o n .

r e l e g a t e d t o t h e s e g r e g a t e d N e g r o L e a g u e s .
I n c a s e o f d o u b t , t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r o f
B a s e b a l l d e c i d e d a r b i t r a r i l y, w i t h n o
right of appeal. Did he meet with them?
Look at photographs? We plead ignorance.)

At one point Mannie O'Kel ly al ludes
h u m o r o u s l y t o p r i d e i n h i s r e b e l l i o u s I r i s h
a n c e s t r y ; b u t w h e n h e g o e s t o E a r t h , h e
c l a i m s " d e r i v a t i v e P a n A f r i c a n c i t i z e n s h i p "
t h r o u g h o n e o f h i s g r a n d f a t h e r s . T h i s i s
r e l e v a n t t o w h a t e v e r t h r e a d b a r e c l a i m t o
"diplomatic inmunity" he has, Chad being
the only Earth nation Tvhich has recognized
t h e fl e d g e l i n g L u n a r R e p u b l i c — " B e s t I
c o u l d d o o n s h o r t n o t i c e , " t h e r e v o l u t i o n ' s
Ear ths ide agent says cheer i l y.

N a n n i e ' s fi r s t r e a c t i o n t o t h e n a t u r a l -
b l o n d e W y o m i n g i r a s t h e c l i n i c a l a s s e s s ¬
ment: "I decided she must be [a] trans-
po r tee s ince co lo rs ra re l y s tay tha t c l ea r
past firs t generat ion." When Wyoh la ter
disguises herself with body make-up and
f r i z z e d b l a c k h a i r , h e c o m m e n t s : " S h e .
d idn ' t l ook A f ro —bu t no t Eu ropean ,
e i t h e r. S e e m e d s a n e m i x e d b r e e d , a n d
t h e r e b y m o r e a L o o n i e . " A n d M a n n i e a d m i t s
tha t the " range o f co lo r in Dav is fami ly "
(in Ieoh's wedding picture) was what
provoked an American judge "even beyond
n a t i v e t a l e n t f o r n o n s e n s e " t o i s s u e a
war ran t fo r Mann ie 's a r res t fo r "b igamy" .
Cer ta in l y the lunar soc ie ty o f the m id -
21st Century is pictured as one in which
rac ia l a ra reness , wh i l e p resen t , has fa r
less of the emotional baggage attached to
i t i n t he au tho r ' s t a rge t aud ience .

In the longer but more problematical
nove l s o f h i s dec l i n i ng yea rs , He in le in
sometimes used peripheral black characters
(the illiterate ex-con preacher bodyguard
" S h o r t y " i n 1 W i l l F e a r N o E v i l ) , b u t
s e e m e d o n t h e w h o l e t o h a v e c o v e r e d m o s t
of what he had to say on the subject in
t h e e a r l i e r b o o k s . ( B u t s e e t h e w h i t e
daughter of Fr iday 's group marr iage in
Friday, who provokes afamily crisis by
mar ry i ng aTongan . )

A s a g e n e r a l a s s e s s m e n t , i t a p p e a r s f a i r
t o s a y t h a t H e i n l e i n u s e d b l a c k c h a r a c t e r s
more out of defiance than from any actual
e m p a t h y t o w a r d b l a c k s . T h e r e ' s a c o u n t e r -
sugges t ib le qua l i t y tha t runs th rough h i s
writing, more obvious in sane places
(Stranger, Harsh Mistress) but always
presen t . I f soc ie ty as awho le was fo r

● /

I f , i n d i scuss ing race i n SF, we inse r t
an a rb i t ra ry d i v id ing l i ne a round he re
somewhere , i t i s by v i r tue o f the fac t
tha t any th ing He in le in , o r any o ther wh i te
writer, said about blacks up to the early
1 9 6 0 ' s , - v T a s s a i d o f h i s o w n f r e e w i l l .
T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a t t h a t t i m e w a s s t i l l
a n o p e n l y ^ j u r e s e g r e g a t e d s o c i e t y. T h e
po in t be ing tha t i n t he ea r l y 1960 ' s , t he
civ i l r ights movement jumped i ts own color
barrier and began to gain the support, not
m e r e l y o f a \ r a r e w h i t e l i b e r a l s , b u t o f
t he wh i te popu la t i on gene ra l l y. (Fo rced
to p i ck as ing le defin ing momen t , we 'd
say the infamous Birmingham, Alabama
church bonbing of September 1963 was the
p o i n t — o r a p o i n t — a t w h i c h h o r r i fi e d
whites began in large numbers to turn
against segregat ion. ) When/ i f we cont inue
t h i s s e r i e s , t h a t p o i n t w i l l b e r e l e v a n t .
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I f e l l i n l o v e w i t h 1 9 7 0 . I t w a s a w a r m , l y r i c a l
s t o r y a b o u t t h r e e b r o t h e r s a n d
an old woman who separately
e n c o u n t e r a l i e n s l a n d e d o n E a r t h

and how d i f f e ren t l y t hey reac t
t o i t . I t w a s a n e m o t i o n a l s t o r y
w i t h a n i n t e n t i o n a l l y j a r r i n g
e n d i n g , q u i t e a s u c c e s s f u l
d e b u t s t o r y i n d e e d .

B i s h o p b u r s t i n t o t h e f r o n t l i n e o f
s c i e n c e fi c t i o n w r i t e r s t w o y e a r s l a t e r
w i t h t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t w o n o v e l l a s v h i c h
made both the Hugo and Nebula final
ballot —"Death and Designation Among
The Asadi" in Worlds Of IF, and "The
W h i t e O t t e r s O f C h i l d h o o d " i n F & S F.
The former was aslow-paced anthropo¬
l o g i c a l s t u d y o f a v e r y i n h u m a n a l i e n
r a c e , a n d e v e n t u a l l y t h e b a s i s o f t h e e v e n
b e t t e r n o v e l T r a n s fi g u r a t i o n s , v h i l e t h e
l a t t e r w a s a f u t u r i s t i c t a l e o f l o v e a n d
v e n g e a n c e a m i d s t a r t i fi c i a l m u t a t i o n . F o r
years Iwished that only "Otters" had
garnered the nominat ions so tha t i t m ight
have had a leg i t ima te chance a t w inn ing
the awa rds —a fac t wh i ch was imposs ib l e
with the young, mostly unknown Bishop
c o m p e t i n g a g a i n s t h i m s e l f — b u t f r c m
h i n d s i g h t I h a v e s e e n t h e l i t e r a r y,
sophist icated Bishop lose too many Hugo
and Nebula Awards to believe he might
have won that first year under any cir¬
c u m s t a n c e s . I n f a c t i t w a s t h e c o m b i n e d
doi±>le nominat ions that were responsib le

s c i e n c e fi c t i o n d u r i n g
the New Wave years of
1 9 6 6 - 1 9 6 9 , p a r t i c u l a r l y
Roger Zelazny (Lord Of
L i g h t i s s t i l l o n e o f m y
f a v o r i t e a l l - t i m e n o v e l s ) ,
Samuel R. Delany (\dio
confused me might i ly wi th
Babel-17, but by Nova he and Iachieved
afabulous comron ground) , and Robert
S i lverberg (par t icu lar ly the beaut i fu l
p o e t r y o f N i g h t w i n q s ) .

By 1970 the New Wave had faded away,
but not without leaving behind apower¬
ful legacy. It had not lost the supposed
war with the Old Wave, but rather the
two sub-genres had merged in to ar icher
f o r m o f s c i e n c e fi c t i o n t h a n h a d e x i s t e d
p r i o r t o 1 9 6 5 . T h e b e s t S F n o w c o m b i n e d
t r a d i t i o n a l s p e c i o l a t i o n a n d s e n s e o f
w o n d e r w i t h r i c h c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n a n d
s u p e r i o r w r i t i n g s t y l e . M y f a v o r i t e
wr i t e r s o f t h i s new, i r t p roved ve rs i on o f
science fiction included Ursula K. LeGuin,
John Varley, George R.R. Martin, and
most successfully at least in my opinion,
Michael Bishop.

I fi r s t e n c o u n t e r e d M i c h a e l B i s h o p i n
ashort story in Galaxy Magazine —my
favorite SF magazine at the time, although
fading rapidly under the heavy-handed
d i r e c t i o n o f e d i t o r E j l e r J a k o b s s e n —
w i t h a s t o r y e n t i t l e d " P i n o n F a l l " i n
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f o r e a r n i n g h i m t h e r e p u t a t i o n h e a c h i e v e d
s o s w i f t l y i n t h e S F fi e l d .

During the 1970's Bishop publ ished a
s e r i e s o f s u p e r b s h o r t s t o r i e s a n d n o v e l l a s
t h a t e a r n e d h i m n u m e r o u s a w a r d n o m i n a ¬
tions. Best known perhaps were "Catha-
d o n i a n O d d y s e y " , a t r i b u t e t o S t a n l e y
Weinbaum's "A Martian Oddysey" that was
near ly as fine as the o r ig ina l ; "On The
St ree t Of The Serpen ts " , a fan tasy abou t
a n a t t e m p t t o a s s a s s i n a t e M a o Te s - Tu n g ,
sparked no doubt by the Cultural
R e v o l u t i o n t a k i n g p l a c e a t t h a t t i m e ; a n d
"Rogue Tomato", another tribute, this time
to Phi l ip K. Dick by way of FranzKafka's
M e t a m o r p h o s i s . ( A n d v d i a t s c i e n c e fi c t i o n
author other than Bishop would have the
l i te ra ry audac i t y and overa l l ccx ipe tence
to do t r ibutes to the l ikes of Weinbaum,
D i c k , a n d K a f k a ? )

But the h igh po in t o f the 1970 's fo r
Michael Bishop was his series of "Domed
Atlanta" stories vrtLch were eventually
p u b l i s h e d a s t h e c o l l e c t i o n C a t a c o m b
Years and the accompany ing nove l AL i t t le
Knowledge. In some ways these stories
w e r e a fo r e r u n n e r o f c y b e r p u n k i n t h e i r
d a r k , o f t e n p e s s i m i s t i c l o o k a t n e a r ¬
future domed American ci t ies populated by
low l i ves , immor ta l s , and bom-aga in
a l i ens . These s to r ies comb ined b i t i ng
s a t i r e , t r a d i t i o n a l s f n a l c o n c e p t s , a n d
h i g h l i t e r a t i a r e , a t t i m e s r e v e a l i n g a
very humorous s ide to B ishop 's wr i t ing
( p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e n o v e l A L i t t l e
K n o w l e d g e , w h i c h w a s a l s o h i s fi r s t e x ¬
p lo ra t i on i n t o r e l i g i ous t hanes v r t Lch
became on^f the continuing threads of
h i s l a t e r fi c t i o n ) . T h e b e s t k n o w n s t o r i e s
i n t h e s e r i e s w e r e t h e n o v e l l a s " O l d
Follcs At Home", "The Samurai And The
Willows", and "allegiances".

The early 1980's were the most acclaimed
of B ishop 's career w i th severa l award
n o m i n a t i o n s a n d , s u r p r i s i n g l y, t w o
winners! The fantasy "The Quickening'
adeserved Nebula Award for i ts exp lora¬
t i o n o f h u m a n n a t u r e u n d e r t h e t r a u m a o f
c i v i l i z a t i o n b e i n g s u d d e n l y o v e r t h r o w n
w i t h e v e r y s i n g l e l i v i n g p e r s o n a b r u p t l y
placed in anew set t ing somewhere in the
wor ld. But the t rue masterpieces were the
Nebula-winning novel ^Enemy But Time
a n d t h e N e b u l a - n c x t u n e e n o v e l l a " H e r

H a b i l i n e H u s b a n d " . B o t h i n v o l v e d N e a n d e r ¬
t h a l s , n a t u r a l e x t e n s i o n s o f B i s h o p ' s
long in te res t i n an th ropo logy. The nove l
i n v o l v e d a t i m e t r a v e l e x p e r i m e n t i n
v h i c h s c i e n t i fi c s u b j e c t s w e r e s e n t b a c k
( a t l e a s t i n s p i r i t , a l t h o u g h f o r a l l
pract ica l purposes they were sent back
phys ica l l y ) t housands o f yea rs to s tudy
Neander tha l soc ie ty, v r tL le the nove l la
t o l d t h e s t o r y o f t h e l a s t s u r v i v i n g
Neander tha l sudden ly sur fac ing in
contonporary At lanta. These were both

v e r y m a t u r e s t o r i e s , t h e f o r m e r a c o m b i ¬
na t i on o f cha rac te r and soc io logy, t he
latter ave^ funny satire that was quite
s e r i o u s a t i t s h e a r t . " H e r H a b i l i n e
H u s b a n d " a l s o d e s e r v e d a N e b u l a n o m i n a ¬
t i o n b u t , j u s t a s a d e c a d e e a r l i e r , i t
was nominated for Best Novel la along with
Bishop's "The Gospel According to
Gamaliel Crucis", splitting the vote and
th ias v i r tua l l y assur ing h im ye t ano ther
N e b u l a l o s s .

Near the end of the decade Bishop
published two more outstanding novels.

w o n
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P h i l i p K . D i c k I s D e a d , A l a s ( o r i g i n a l l y
p u b l i s h e d a s T h e S e c r e t A s c e n s i o n ) v ^ c h
w a s a c l e v e r a n d f u n n y s a t i r e w r i t t e n a s
a t r i b u t e t o P h i l i p K . D i c k ; a n d U n i c o m
Mountain, anovel vdi ich hugged the border
b e t w e e n f a n t a s y a n d l i t e r a t u r e i n i t s
tale of AIDS and real unicorns afpearing
i n t h e A m e r i c a n m i d w e s t . W h i l e t h e s e
n o v e l s d i d n o t r e c e i v e t h e a c c l a i m o f

e a r l i e r B i s h o p s t o r i e s , t o g e t h e r t h e y
showed h is con t inu ing g rowth as awr i te r
o f l i t e r a t u r e v ^ l e s t i l l r a n a i n i n g
fi r m l y i n t h e S F t r a d i t i o n .

B i s h o p b e c a m e l e s s v i s i b l e i n t h e
s c i e n c e fi c t i o n fi r m a m e n t i n t h e 1 9 9 0 ' s ,
b u t h e w a s s t i l l w r i t i n g a n d p u b l i sh i n g ,
jus t in less obv ious p laces. H is 1996
collection ^The City Limits Of Fate was
o n e o f h i s b e s t c o l l e c t i o n s e v e r , fi l l e d
w i t h m a j o r s t o r i e s f r c x n o f f b e a t l o c a t i o n s :

Among The Handlers", an examination of
r u r a l r e l i g i o u s h e a l i n g , a p p e a r e d o r i g i n ¬
ally in the book Dante's Disciples; "I,
Is.Cai.riot", an absolutely superb study of
t h e g i a i l t o r i n n o c e n c e o f J u d a s I s c c u r i o t
in the form of^ modern-day trial, appeared
in the semi-prozine Crank! "Allegra's
Hands" was the most popular story in the
b o o k , n o t s u r p r i s i n g l y s i n c e i t o r i g i n a l l y
appeared in Asimov's.

Perhaps Bishop's best novel ever appeared
in 1994 and received awel l -deserved Hugo
n o m i n a t i o n , h i s fi r s t n o v e l t o b e s o
h o n o r e d . B r i t t l e I n n i n g s w a s a c o m i n g - o f -
age s to ry se t i n the ru ra l sou th du r ing
Wor ld War I I as ayo img a th le te s t rugg les
to succeed in minor league basebal l . What
made the story both SF and richer than
it would otherwise have been, was that
the novel was also asequel to Mary
Shel ley 's Frankenstein, explor ing v^t
m i g h t h a v e h a p p e n e d t o t h e a r t i fi c i a l m a n
h a d h e s u r v i v e d t h e c o n s l u s i o n o f t h a t
c l ass i c and s t rugg led to ea rn ano rma l
l i f e f o r h i m s e l f i n t h e 2 0 t h C e n t u r y. A n d
w h a t b e t t e r l i f e f o r a b i g , s t r o n g ,
i n t r o v e r t e d m o n s t e r t h a n b a s e b a l l ?

F o r s o m e b o d y s u c h a s m y s e l f , v h o h a s
n e v e r o u t g r o w n m y l o v e o f s e n s e o f w o n d e r
a n d f u t u r i s t i c s p e c u l a t i o n , y e t h a s a l s o
a c q u i r e d a c o r r e s p o n d i n g l o v e o f g r e a t
l i t e r a t u r e f e a t u r i n g r i c h c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n ,
e te rna l t hemes , and exce l l en t w r i t i ng ,
Michael Bishop is the answer to adream;

t h e w r i t e r v ± i o s t r a d d l e s b o t h w o r l d s
better and more consistently than any¬
b o d y . T h i s d o e s n o t m e a n t h a t I d o n ' t
love Ursula K. LeGuin and Kim Stanley
Robinson; Ido. But my literary heart
belongs most of all to the writings of
Michae l B ishop.

I I
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Despite Sheri Tepper's vronc3erfiiL writing,
h e r w o r l d s a r e f u l l o f t r o u b l e . D i t t o t h e
wonder fu l Mi les Vorkosigan adventures of
Lois McMaster Bujo ld. The t ruth of the
m a t t e r i s t h a t fi c t i o n i s a b o u t t r o u b l e !

Idon't want trouble, much less danger,
any more l Idon ' t want to read about
l o s i n g a c h i l d , o r b e i n g a n o r p h a n , o r
go ing on aquest away f rom home. Idon ' t
w a n t w a r o r fi g h t s . F i c t i o n , e x c e p t f o r
r omances , i s abou t t r oub le . I f eve ry th i ng
i s fi n e , t h e n y o u d o n ' t h a v e a s t o r y !

The re i s t r o i ± ) l e i n romance , ce r ta in l y,
but by and large, you not only have a
g u a r a n t e e o f a h a p p y e n d i n g , i t ' s t h e
h a p p y e n d i n g I a l r e a d y g r a t e f u l l y h a v e :
t r u e l o v e , w a r m f a m i l y l i f e , f u l fi l l i n g
w o r k , a b a b y . R e a d i n g a r o m a n c e i s s o r t o f
a c o n fi r m a t i o n o f t h e s t o r y o f m y l i f e .
I n e v e r v i s e d t o h a v e a n y p a t i e n c e f o r
r omances (and I s t i l l have h igh s tanda rds
f o r t h e q u a l i t y o f w r i t i n g ) . N o w I h a v e
l i t t l e p a t i e n c e w i t h d a n g e r , a n d a m
act ive ly repe l led by the thought o f anyone
l o s i n g t h e i r m o t h e r, o r a m o t h e r l o s i n g
h e r c h i l d . A n d y o u w o u l d b e a m a z e d a t h o w
o r p h a n s a b o v i n d i n l i t e r a t u r e ! I n e v e r
n o t i c e d b e f o r e .

I s t i l l n e e d fi c t i o n . I ' m s t i l l r e a d i n g
( a n d w r i t i n g ) . B u t i t ' s s l o w e r a n d s c a r i e r
now. Now the "real world" isn't scxnething
d u l l . N o w t h e r e a l w o r l d i s a b o u t a l l t h e
exc i tement Ican handle ! Can we pay a l l the
t h e b i l l s a g a i n t h i s m o n t h ? W h a t i f t h e
c a r b r e a l c s d o w n o n t h e r o a d w i t h m e a n d

the baby and no phone in sight? What if
t h e b a b y ' s s n e e z e i s t h e s t a r t o f a c o l d ,
or worse? Idon ' t go arov ind consc ious ly
l i v i n g i n t h i s m u c h a n x i e t y — y o u ' d g o
c r a z y ! B u t b e i n g a p a r e n t , a t l e a i s t a n e w
p a r e n t , m e a n s y o u h a v e y o u r fi l l o f
w o r r i e s .

So does anyone Icnow o f agood SF o r
fan tasy mi l ieu w i th no o rphans? I 'd love
to read agood I xok o f the "door i n the
wall" variety vdiere the newly discovered
w o r l d i s . . . n i c e . A n d t h e a d v e n t u r e s a r e
o)cay. And everybody has parents. In the
m e a n t i m e , w e l l , I g o t t o g o fi n i s h t h e
J a y n e A n n K r e n t z I s t a r t e d o n t h e t r a i n
t h i s m o r n i n g !

W h y I C a n ' t
Read Any More

R a c h e l R u s s e l l

A l l m y l i f e I ' v e r e a d , c o r p u l s i v e l y,
j o y o u s l y. N o t j u s t fi c t i o n b u t a l s o b i o ¬
g r a p h i e s , h i s t o r i e s , m e d i t a t i o n s , t h e b a c k
o f t h e C h e e r i o s b o x . . . e v e r y t h i n g . I d o n ' t
r e m e m b e r n o t k n o w i n g h o w t o r e a d b u t I d o
r e m e m b e r t h e fi r s t b o o k t h a t I f e l l i n t o ,
read wi thout asense of reading, more as
i f a l i t t l e m o v i e w e r e u n w i n d i n g i n m y
head. It was The Secret Garden by Frances
H o d g s o n B u r n e t t a n d I m u s t h a v e b e e n i n
second or third grade. From that moment on
my inner world was far larger than my
o u t e r w o r l d .

U n t i l I b e c a m e p r e g n a n t l a s t f a l l .
S u d d e n l y, a l t h o u g h I c a n s t i l l r e a d , w o r d s
a r e j u s t w o r d s : b l a c k l u n p s o f l e t t e r s . I
would find mysel f needing to read asen¬
t e n c e t w o o r t h r e e t i m e s t o m a k e s e n s e o f
i t . T h e r e w a s n o l i t t l e fi l m g o i n g o f f ,
n o e s c a p e i n t o a d i f f e r e n t w o r l d .

A t fi r s t I t h o u g h t t h i s w a s j u s t a n
e f fec t o f be ing t i red and wor r ied . Ye t now
Teddy i s ab r i gh t , happy S - ^ -mon th -o ld ,
and Iam gett ing more sleep. Is my con¬
cent ra t ion s inp ly b roken by new, very
r e a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ?

A l t h o u g h t h a t i s c l e a r l y p a r t o f i t —
i f I ' m l o s t i n a fi c t i o n a l w o r l d I v e r y
well might not respond qwLckly enough to
a c r y o f d i s t r e s s — I d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t ' s
a l l o f i t . B e c a u s e I c a n s t i l l r e a d a f e w
t h i n g s : w e l l - w r i t t e n r o m a n c e s m o s t l y. I
t h i nk I am no l onge r w i l l i ng t o " suspend
my d i sbe l i e f " enough t o f a l l i n t o wo r l ds
t h a t o f f e r d a n g e r. A n d m o s t fi c t i o n —
d e fi n i t e l y m o s t S F a n d f a n t a s y — o f f e r
t h e t h r i l l o f d a n g e r .

Th ink o f t h i s : I l o ve Da rkove r books by
M a r i o n Z i m m e r B r a d l e y. I c a n ' t b e l i e v e I ' m
a d m i t t i n g i t i n w r i t i n g , b u t t h e r e y o u
are. And yet it is aharsh, cold, d^ger-
o u s w o r l d t o l i v e o n . I f a n u n k n o w n w i l d
l a ran doesn ' t ge t you , aca tman , band i t s ,
o r w o r l d w r e c k e r s m i g h t . I t ' s n o t a s a f e
wor ld fo r anybody and cer ta in ly no t fo r
w o m e n .

George R.R. Martin's AGame Of Thrones
w a s p e r h a p s t h e l a s t b o o k I r e a d v ^ e r e I
f e l l i n t o t h e w o r l d . A s e a g e r a s I a m f o r
the seque ls , i t s m i l i eu i s ha rsh and
d a n g e r o u s . I w o u l d n ' t w a n t t o l i v e t h e r e !



a c o n v e n t i o n r e p o r t
/ n \

by E.B. Frohvet

As the name suggests, the Darkover
Grand Counc i l XXI is a fantasy- themed
c o n v e n t i o n . W e ' r e t o l d t h e n a m e i s u s e d
by spec ia l personal permiss ion o f Mar ion
Zimmer Bradley and that in earlier years,
\d ien her heal th was better, she at tended
this convention. I t is held in aHol iday
I n n i n a s u b u r b n o r t h o f B a l t i m o r e ( t h e
same one every year, so they're obviously
o n f a r b e t t e r t e r m s w i t h t h e i r h o t e l t h a n
sane other cons). It is also, by custom,
over Thanksgiving weekend: not the best
possible timing in our view, but then,
our opinion was not asked. In any case,
we managed to pry the Saturday free of
other coimitments and went for the day.

We d idn ' t ca tch a l l o f the "Food In
Fantasy And SF" panel but did overhear a
discussion including the term "disgust
mode", the notion being that items consi¬
d e r e d d e l i c a c i e s i n s o m e c u l t u r e s a r e
viewed with disgiist by other groups. Devra
Langsham also made the point, news to us,
that among the Incas, l lamas were raised
for fleece and as burden animals, almost
n e v e r f o r s l a u g h t e r.

A f t e r t h a t w e w a n d e r e d t h e d e a l e r r o a n s
(plural ) , finding afew books including
one we had been specially looking for to
send to Rodney Leighton, and encountering
afew acquaintances; among them Linda
Pauls, vdion we met through the Sti les.

The "Consistent Magic And ESP" panel
featured Katherine Kurtz, Susan Schwartz,
a n d G C « A d r i e n n e M a r t i n e - B a m e s . K u r t z
d e fi n e d " c o n s i s t e n t
works on Tuesday, you can't get to the
24th chapter and suddenly have it work on
Wednesday." Martine-Bames drew apuzzled
laugh by asser t i ng , "You have f ree w i l l t o
choose your predest ined course." The
moderator asked the panel,
magic or ESP?" All three responded in
chorus, "Yes." After alaugh, the moder¬

ator asked drily, "Would you expand on
t h a t ? "

We la te r no t i ced Kather ine Kur tz leav ing
after one panel; someone approached her
t o ask aques t i on , and Ku r t z t o l d t he f an
she was on her way to lunch: "Why don't
you just come along?" You don't see that
s o r t o f w r i t e r / r e a d e r i n t e r a c t i o n o u t s i d e
o f f a n d o m .

We had achance to speak with Jacquel ine
L i c h t e n b e r g a b o u t a m u t u a l f r i e n d w i t h
v d i o m w e h a d l o s t t o u c h ; s e e m s o u r f r i e n d
g o t m a r r i e d a n d m o v e d t o C a l i f o r n i a .

The QCH speech by Adrienne Martine-
Bames was, for obvious reasons, geared to
h e r r o l e i n D a r k o v e r. S h e s a i d fl a t l y t h a t
she i s , by ag reemen t , t he i nhe r i t o r o f
Darltover; on Bradley's death, control of
the ser ies passes to Mar t ine-Bames, as
she has al ready becone the pr incipal
wr i te r. S ince the sub jec t had a l ready been
o f i n t e r e s t t o u s ( s e e o u r r e v i e w o f
Exile's Song in Twink #10), we made bold
t o a s k i f s h e w a s n o t " a l i t t l e b u r n e d "
at not having her name on the cover. She
answered, "Yes" —adding that was a
decis ion by the publ isher which she expects
wil l be renegotiated "eventually" (vdiich
we took to mean, after Marion Zimmer
Brad ley i s no l onge r i nvo l ved ) .

W e h a d a c h a n c e t o t a l k w i t h M a r t i n e -
B a m e s f o r a f e w m i n u t e s l a t e r a n d t o l d
her how much we enjoyed her The Dragon
Rises. She sighed and said she has been
to ld that by many readers but no publ isher
i s i n t e r e s t e d i n r e - i s s u i n g t h e b o o k o r
pub l i sh ing t he seque l .

Th i s conven t i on f e l l i n t o some th ing o f
agap for us in that we knew only ahand¬
fu l o f people f rom our con-running days,
but no one on our Twink mai l ing l ist was
p r e s e n t . H a v i n g l i m i t e d c o n n e c t i o n t o t h e
event save as areader, we blew off
"Regency Dancing" and left early. Perhaps
next year we' l l organize agroup tr ip.

I f mag ic on l ya s :

D o y o u w r i t e



R E V I E W S B Y E . B . F R Q H V E T

C u p i d A B C - T V S a t u r d a y s 1 0 : 0 0 P M c h e c k l o c a l l i s t i n g s

Jeremy Piven, ex-Ellen de Generes' "cousin" on Ellen, is the god of love. (In a
typ ica l ly s loppy touch, he ca l ls on Zeus in moments o f s t ress: the producers e i ther
don't know, don't care, or don't think anyone will notice that Cupid is aRoman deity.)

For reasons never c lear ly exp la ined, Cup id has been ex i led to mor ta l l i fe in
Chicago unt i l he successfu l ly matches up 100 couples. (This apparent ly

means, exclusively, 100 strai^t v^te couples.) Of course Chicago
thinks he's crazy; enter "Dr. Claire Allen" (Paula Marshall).

P i v e n b r i n g s a c e r t a i n m a n i c e n t h u s i a s m t o h i s r o l e ;
Marsha l l o f course p lays the shr ink as ch i l l y and re¬

pressed . She 's a l so fa r too young , fa r too p re t t y, and
shows far too much skin to be remotely believable as

a p s y c h i a t r i s t . D e s p i t e i t s s e v e r a l fl a w s , t h i s
p r o g r a m i s m i l d l y e n t e r t a i n i n g . Wa t c h i t v M l e y o u
have the chance: this has "early cancellation"

w r i t t e n a l l o v e r i t .

C l o s e To T h e M a c h i n e ( Te c h n o p h i l i a A n d I t s
D i s c o n t e n t s ) E l l e n U l l m a n 1 9 9 7 C i t y L i g h t s

B o o k s $ 2 1 . 9 5 h a r d c o v e r

Th is book i s sca ry : p r i nc ipa l l y because
i t 's t rue. Scary because Ul lman reached

ear ly middle age and arespected career as
a"software engineer" with afanatic devo¬
t i on t o p rocess and an u t t e r i nd i f f e rence
to the purpose of that process. Scary
because she 's on ly now s ta r t ing to re th ink

her contempt for mere "end users" vAio want
t h e i r c c x n p u t e r s t o d o s o m e t h i n g u s e f u l .
Scary because not only does Ullmain concede

the world computer system could be brought
down by "cypherpunk" hackers, she expects it

to happen. Scary because these people would
ru in the wor ld , no t f rom any ac tua l anarch is t

s e n t i m e n t , b u t s i m p l y f o r t h e i r o w n a m u s e m e n t .
And scary because our governments and banks have

a l l o f our eggs, as we l l as the i r own, in a
dange rous l y f r ag i l e t echno -baske t . Be a f ra id : be

v e r y a f r a i d .

onCy our opinion♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

Mojave Wells L. Dean James AvcWova 1994 $ 4 . 9 9
The professor found two a l ien b lack boxes in the desert ,

and ca l lous ly exposed h is ass is tan t John Ca ldwe l l to the i r
e f f ec t . A few days l a te r, t he p ro fesso r and h i s f am i l y we re dead ,

face down in the i r Thanksg iv ing d inner ; w i th Ca ldwel l the on ly
su rv i vo r. By the t ime amad sc ramb le o f sc ien t i s t s , so ld ie rs , and cops

tracked him down, John Caldwell was no longer human. He controlled the power of the
Gatekeeper: only he could open the Gate and admit the Ral vAio would destroy humanity;
only he could close the Gate forever and preserve Earth.

We probably would not have bought this book had we not already read the author's
Summer land (reviewed in Twink #1). This is much different, much more media influenced;
you can tel l that James sees!it as amovie. Lots of weapons and explosions. We dare not



say this would make a"good" sci-fi movie,
that's almost impossible. It would make a
f a m i l i a r s c i - fi m o v i e .

hommaqes to renind you that Barton has
read the O ld Mas te rs : Le ibe r (an o rb i ta l
factory is called "Stardock"), Anderson
(a character named "van Rijn"), C. Smith
(an agency called "the Instrumentality").
T h i s i s a l i t t l e d e p r e s s i n g , a n d t h e r e ' s
more phys i ca l desc r i p t i on than the s to ry
r e a l l y n e e d s , b u t a t l e a s t i t ' s a b o u t
scne th i ng .

Warp Ange l S t v i a r t Hopen 1995 To r $5 .99

T h i s w a s s o r i d i c u l o u s , w e g a v e o n
i t b e f o r e t h e e n d o f t h e fi r s t c h a p t e r.

Memory Lois McMaster Bujo ld 1996 Baen
$ 6 . 9 9 A L i t t l e K n o w l e d g e M i c h a e l B i s h o p 1 9 7 7

Ber)d.ey
Fo r M i l es Vo rkos i gan , a t l eas t , t he re i s

scxnething worse than being dead. As the
resu l t o f h i s dea th and c r yo - rev i va l ( see
Mirror Dance), Mi les has developed a
s iezu re d i so rde r ; and i n t r y i ng t o concea l
i t he fudges h is repor ts —even more than
u s u a l . I n p e r i a l S e c u r i t y c a l l s f o r h i s
r e s i g n a t i o n . D e p r i v e d o f h i s c o v e t e d
commission, h is al ter ego, and most of the
people by whcxn he has defined himself.
M i l e s h a s t o r e d e fi n e h i s l i f e . A g a i n . B u t
when ac r i s i s a r i ses , ImpSec ' s two bes t
p e o p l e a r e o u t o f t h e l o o p : a n a t u r a l i n ¬
v i t a t i o n t o a p o w e r s t r u g g l e .

If Dune was about "Where do you go vAien
you've achieved everything?". Memory is
sort of the flip side: "Where do you go
vAien you've lost everything?" (Hint: on.)
Fo r M i l es , i t i nvo l ves t he p roo f o f an o ld
L a t i n p r o v e r b . T h e a u t h o r h a s h e r u s m l
de f t f ee l f o r t he occupa t i ona l haza rds o f
t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l s e c u r i t y e x p e r t ; a n d
M i l es a t t h i r t y has t he l ook o f be ing l ess
loony, bu t pe rhaps more in te res t ing , than
Mi les a t e i gh teen .

In adomed fu ture At lanta rv i led by a
r i g i d t h e o c r a c y, a p r e a c h e r c a l l s f o r
worshippers to accept Jesus. And an al ien
f r c x n a f a r s t a r l i m b e r s d o w n t h e a i s l e
a n d k n e e l s b e f o r e t h e a l t a r . C o n f u s i o n ?
Y o u b e t . I n t e r e s t ? W e l l . . .

Wi th a l l due respect to Rober t Sabel la
and h i s op in ion o f t he au tho r, t h i s book
s t ruck us as t r y ing rea l l y ha rd to be
c lever, and mak ing abad job o f i t . None
of the many th in ly sketched charac ters
bus i ly lec tur ing each o ther, ever made any
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h u s .

R E V I E W B Y J O Y V . S M I T H

Female Of The Species Sandy Raschke
i l l us t ra ted by Cathy Buburuz 1998 WJM
Press , 95 R idge Road , Chadds Fo rd PA
19317 $ 3 . 0 0

Female Of The Species is apoetry chap-
book wi th wonder fu l ly apt f ront and back
covers and in te r io r a r twork by Cathy
B u b u r u z . I t i s a s m a l l ( b u t c h o i c e ) s e l e c ¬
t i o n o f p o e m s f u l l o f b e a u t i f u l l y d e p i c t e d
se t t ings and in t r igu ing and dead ly char¬
ac ters . Ion ly w ish there had been more
poems and, once or twice, more detai ls.
Ien joyed these poems w i th the i r beau ty
and b i te . Here are acouple o f examples:

" the deep sea ro l ls
b l a c k a s c o a l

the waves , ind igo
g l i m m e r i n g . . . "

A c t s O f C o n s c i e n c e W i l l i a m B a r t o n 1 9 9 7
Warner /Aspec t $5 .99

Gaetan duCheyne, spaceship mechanic,
a b r u p t l y f o u n d h i m s e l f r i c h v d i e n a s t o c k
he 'd bought in to became wor th asmal l fo r¬
tune. Sinking his money into his own smal l
s ta rsh ip , Gae tan se t o f f t o exp lo re the
wonders of the universe. Why is unclear,
s i n c e G a e t a n w a s a p a i n f u l l y o r d i n a r y
schmuck v^ose pr inc ipa l in terest was
g e t t i n g l a i d . R e l u c t a n t l y, h e w a s f o r c e d
t o t a k e a m o r a l s t a n d v ^ e n h e l e a r n e d
that one group of aliens was calmly deba¬
ting v^ether to wipe out the human race.

T h i s h a s a l m o s t a n A s i m o v i a n s u b t e x t :
Al l men are pigs, wcmen and al iens aren't
much bet ter, on ly the AI 's ought to be
t r u s t e d w i t h t h e f u t u r e . T h e r e a r e d u t i f u l

'a sot, much older than his years
a n i n v e t e r a t e i n s c m n i a c . . .
d o z i n g a s s h e s c a l e d
t h e p a r a p e t . . . "

[[Editor's note: Joy also advises that
M s . R a s c h k e i s a n S F w r i t e r a n d e d i t o r
a n d i s c u r r e n t l y t h e fi c t i o n e d i t o r o f
C a l l i o p e . ] ]©



The Half Naked One /
the Left

S t a r fi r e # 9
W m . B r e i d i n g
P . O . B o x 2 3 2 2
T u c s o n A Z 8 5 7 0 2

m

D e s p i t e t h e e d i t o r ' s
defense of the usage, not
r e a l l y a f a n z i n e : m o r e a
s m a l l - p r e s s l i t z i n e .
Fandom is mentioned only
per iphera l l y, and SF no t
at a l l . L i terary essays
on vdiatever siabjects the
c o n t r i b u t o r s fi n d o f

in te res t : abor t ion , garden ing, po l i t i ca l
p ro tes ts . Covers a re p r in ted on cards tock .

The Knar ley Knews
H e n r y L . W e l c h
1 5 2 5 1 6 t h A v e n u e
G t a f t o n W I 5 3 0 2 4

M S F i r e V o l . 4 # 4
Lloyd G. Daub
P . O . B o x 1 6 3 7
M i l w a u k e e W I 5 3 2 0 1

Avery s teady and cons is ten t b imon th l y
zine. Alex Bouchard's regular colimn on
his fanac; ongoing Axjstralian trip report;
f a n z i n e r e v i e w s , a f u l l l e t t e r c o l u m n .
Like many fanzines, i t could perhaps use
a l i t t l e m o r e v a r i e t y ; b u t a s w e k n o w
f rom pe rsona l expe r ience , a r t i c l es a re
hard to ccxne by.

One of the more eclectic fanzines, this
d i g e s t - f o r m a t z i n e h a s u n u s u a l m a t e r i a l :
regular columns on websurfing and science
news, poe t ry and d iscuss ion the reo f ; i n
a d d i t i o n t o m o r e u s u a l f a n z i n e r e v i e w s
and lettercol. Apparently Lloyd has st i l l
not been to an SF con, oddly since Madison
and Chicago are both hotbeds of fandom...

Q u i p u # 9
Vicki Rosenzweig
3 3 I n d i a n R o a d ^ 6 - R
N e w Yo r k N Y 1 0 0 3 4

S o u t h e r n F a n d o m C o n f . B u l l e t i n Vo l . 7
J u l i e W a l l

470 Ridge Road
Bi rmingham AL 35206

[note change of address and editor]

A v e r y i r r e g u l a r ( fi r s t i n 1 0 m o n t h s )
small personalzine. Rosenzweig describes
breaking into an abandoned house with
fr iends in England; also some short LOC's.
We'd like to see more done with this,
but the editor is busy with other fanac.

K e r l e s m
Tonmy Ferguson
40 Deramore Avenue, Belfast,
BT7 3ER, U.K.

Wall now takes over the presidency of
SFC and editing this zine, and appears to
have made agood star t . Wal l and several
members of her APA report on Deep South
C o n ; e x - e d i t o r To n F e l l e r c o n t i n u e s t o d o
fanz ine rev iews , a t l eas t f o r now; t he
customary Southron news, and let ters f rom
all over. We're looking forward to seeing
if SFCB remains agood newszine, or pushes
on to become agenzine.

A p e r s o n a l z i n e ( r e c e i v e d U . S . m a i l f r o m
Seattle) vdiose raison d'etre is reviewing
other, chiefly fannish, fanzines: Trap
D o o r , C r i f a n a c , B l i p . A l s o a l i s t o f
other fanzines (mainly Brit ish) received.
We doubt if we're fannish enough to
q u a l i f y, b u t w e d i d s e n d a n o t e .

Vanamonde # ' s 273 -277
J o h n H e r t z
2 3 6 S . C o r o n a d o S t r e e t # 4 0 9
Los Ange les CA 90057
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A w e e k l y ( b u t i s s u e d — t o u s a t l e a s t
—in ba tches ) APAz ine o f no spec ia l
focus: Hertz d iscusses Shar i Lewis, p lums,
Placido Domingo, and critiques the daily
n e w s l e t t e r a t B u c c o n e e r . N o t a l o t t h a t
i n t e r e s t e d u s t h i s t i m e , b u t a t t h i s k i n d
of schedule one can wait for better things
n e x t t i m e a r o u n d .

N o A w a r d H
M a r t y C a n t o r
11825 Gilmore Street )S<105
North Hollywood CA 91606

A d e t e r m i n e d - t o - b e - w h i m s i c a l s m a l l
z i ne (no t qu i t e as fa r ou t t he re
Plokta). Milt Stevens on the L.A. Coroner's
Office's website; Mike Glyer on how quickly,
alternate history obsolesces; Joseph Major
deconstructs MSFire; LOC's. This stil l
s e e m s t o u s a l i t t l e u n c l e a r a b o u t v t o t
sort of fanzine it really wants to be.

S p a c e C a d e t G a z e t t e § ^ 0
R . G r a e n e C a m e r o n
1855 W. 2nd Avenue #110
Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1J1, Canada

We'd have to call this apersonalzine
with letter column. In addition to his 1997
CUFF trip report, Cameron publishes con¬
tinuing port ions of his grandfather's
World War Ijournal and his own 1981 trip
to Mexico. Timeliness is obviously not a
major concern, as most of the LOC's are
over ayear o ld a lso. I t is d i f ferent ,
no question about that. Aful l-page, 3-
column format does iirprove readability.

Peake Stud ies Vol . 6#1
G. Peter Winnington
Les 3Chasseurs, 1413 ORZ0JS
S w i t z e r l a n d

g e n -
a s

Banana Wings #11
Mark P l immer &C la i re B r ia ley
14 Northway Road, Croydon, Surrey,
CRO 6JE, United Kingdom

Hearing many good things about this zine,
w e w r o t e o f f e r i n g t o t r a d e : a w i s e
decision. Br ialey on Mars real and imag¬
inary; Steve Jeffery's Eastercon report;
Plumner discnasses how he got started in
fandom; Maureen Spel ler analyzes fanale
characters in the works of John Wyndham;
Paul K inca id rev iews fanz ines, not as
s i n g l e i t e n s , b u t a s p a r t o f a c o n t i n u u m .
And other good stuff . The format is s imple
wi thout much ar t (what there is^ tends to
banarwi jokes). We'll have to seriously
cons ider t l i i s fo r aHugo nomina t ion one o f
t h e s e y e a r s , v d i e n w e k n e w i t b e t t e r .

C o s m o p l o k t a V o l . 3 # 3
S teve Dav ies , A l i son Sco t t , &Pod
52 Westboume Terrace, Reading,
B e r k s RG30 2RP, United Kingdom● f

M a i l e d f r o m B r u s s e l s a i r p o r t : i s i t c o s t -
e f f e c t i v e t o fl y t o B e l g i u m t o p o s t z i n e s ?
A t l e a s t i t g o t h e r e , v ^ c h i s m o r e t h a n
can be said for V?.#2. We had planned to
ncminate Plokta, really, and then they
gafiated for 9months... Hmm? Oh yeah:
Davies' soaked report on Eastercon, drag
queens in fandom, "Ask Dr. Plokta", Hong
K o n g m o v i e s , t h e u s u a l s t u f f .

The handsome small digest journal given
to study of Mervyn Peake, his life and
wor)cs. Most of th is issue is devoted to
Ron Hindle's analysis of how Peake was
influenced by Oscar Wilde (whose poetry he
i l l us t ra ted) . A lso o ther shor t a r t i c les .
Contributions on the si±iject are welcome.
We received two copies, so ask if you
w a n t o n e .

T h e W o r d s m i t h E c l e c t i c C o l l e c t o r # 5
V i n c e N o w e l l
P . O . B o x 1 2 5 8

S i m i Va l l e y C A 9 3 0 6 2

E tewachen Vo l . 1#1
Tr i n l ay Khad ro
P . O . B o x 2 4 7 0 8

B r o w n D e e r W I 5 3 2 2 4

Somewhere in the gap between fanzine and
c a t a l o g . S h o r t Te d W h i t e a r t i c l e o n t h e
Nth rev iva l o f Amaz ing Stor ies ; R ichard
Geis discioss(2s SF in the coming new Great
Depression (he expects violent sado-pom
on broadcast TV); also listings of books
Nowell has for sale/trade. Strange.

Aplanned-quarter ly, digest format smal l
zine, pretty open to many kinds of mater¬
ia l . Th is fi rs t i ssue i s ma in ly fic t ion ,
mos t o f i t da rk fan tasy. A lso Luc inda
Borkenhagen reviews Lackey's The Fire
R o s e , a n d a l i s t o f f a n z i n e s r e c e i v e d .



I L o v e T h O
VlRfOAUR^AUTV

o n t i i e i r m a i l i n g l i s t . S e v e r a l W o r l d c x j n
repo r t s , book rev i ews , l ong l e t t e r co lumn .
Helas, v^t wi l l we do vdien Joseph Major
nms out of Heinlein books to ana^lyze?

S F S F S S h u t t l e m 3 6
( r o t a t i n g e d i t o r s )

P . O . B o x 7 0 1 4 3
F o r t L a u d e r d a l e F L 3 3 3 0 7

YooCAn
AcWll\

Smsl l
i r n m e o

A n d
P)»llorr>»rS.

George Peterson's Worldcon report, afew
log's; club news &events. Unfortunately
the first two are randomly interrupted by
c h u n k s o f t h e l a s t , g i v i n g t h e e f f e c t o f a
f a n z i n e e d i t e d w i t h a b l u n t c l e a v e r .

i V i s i o n s O f P a r a d i s e # 7 8
R o b e r t S a b e l l a
2 4 C e d a r M a n o r C o u r t

B u d d L a k e N J 0 7 8 2 8The constant changing of type faces/s izes
i s a n n o y i n g , a n d p r o o f r e a d i n g c o i o l d b e
i m p r o v e d . B u t i t ' s a b e g i n n i n g . Anice blue Margaret Simon cover begins

t h i s q u a r t e r l y z i n e . J o u r n a l o f S a b e l l a &
fami ly 's summer l i fe , book rev iews and
l e t t e r s ; a d e t a i l e d f a n z i n e r e v i e w o n
Opunt ia . We 'd love to a rgue the ed i to r ' s
d e fi n i t i o n o f S F, e x c e p t i t w o r k s .

T h e L e i g h t o n L o o k ( n o n u m b e r )
R o d n e y L e i g h t o n
RR #3, Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia
BOK 1V0, Canada

An i r regu la r 4 -page persona lz ine o f
ma in ly fanz ine rev iews : mos t bu t no t a l l
S F f a n z i n e s . L e i g h t o n a l s o t a l l c s a b o u t
f r i endsh ip and wres t l i ng . The ed i to r does
n o t h a v e B i l l B r i d g e t ' s t e c h n i c a l s k i l l s
bu t i s nea r l y as f r ee w i t h h i s op in i ons .

The Roya l Sw i ss Navy Gaze t t e #3
B C S F A z i n e # 3 0 6
G a r t h S p e n c e r
P.O. Box 15335, VMPO.
Va n c o u v e r, B . C . V 6 B 5 B 1 , C a n a d a

RSNG is an i r regular d igest personal¬
z ine cons i s t i ng o f v ^ t Spence r wan ts t o
t a l k a b o u t : f o r l a c k o f a b e t t e r t e r m w e ' l l
call it "the sociology of fandom". Also
s o m e o n - t o p i c l e t t e r s a n d l i s t i n g s / r e v i e w s
o f f a n z i n e s r e c e i v e d . B C S F A z i n e i s t h e
c l u b z i n e o f t h e W e s t C o a s t S F A s s o c i a t i o n
(ask them about the ncmenclature). John
Wong is officially editor but the group
ca n b e r e a ch e d v i a Sp e n ce r o r R . G ra e me
Cameron. Club news and po l i t ics , fi lm
reviews (Tony Greyfox) , book rev iews
(Donna McMahon). Abetter than average
c l u b z i n e .

F r c x n S c r a t c h # 3
Nigel W. Rowe
4 3 1 S . D e a r b o r n # 4 0 2
C h i c a g o I L 6 0 6 0 5

This 70-page digest z ine is handsomely
produced —and over four years old. Thios
a r e p o r t o n t h e 1 9 9 2 N e w Z e a l a n d n a t i o n a l
c o n , a n d r e v i e w s o f 1 9 9 3 f a n z i n e s , a r e a
touch da ted . We ' re ab i t puzz led as to
v^y this was sent to us, but anyone v^o
c a n d o t h i s k i n d o f z i n e s h o i i L d b e a c t i v e .

FOSFAX #193
T i m L a n e & E l i z a b e t h G a r r o t t
P . O . B o x 3 7 2 8 1
L o i o i s v i l l e K Y 4 0 2 3 3

C h a l l e n g e r # 8
G u y L i l l i a n I I I
P . O . B o x 5 3 0 9 2
N e w O r l e a n s L A 7 0 1 5 3

Even eas ing o f f t o aqua r te r l y schedu le
fo r financ ia l r easons , FOSFAX i s aba rga in
at the 32(p it costs to LOC, and thus get
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I f t h i s i s n o t o n e o f t h e t h r e e b e s t
fanzines being produced in the U.S. now,
i t pu ts up ahe l l uva b lu f f . Joshua Quagmi re
c o v e r l e a d s o f f a n a r t i s t i c m o t i f a s
L i l l i a n r e c y c l e s a d o z e n l o v e l y h a r l e q u i n s
f rcxn the New Or leans Wor ldcon. Atyp ica l ly
fine photo-essay on Bucconeer supplements
v a r i o u s s h o r t a r t i c l e s b y L i l l i a n , H a r r y
W a r n e r , a n d C h r i s B a r k l e y . A l m o s t 2 0 o f
the 108 pp. are devoted just to fanzine
r e v i e w s ! A n d 3 0 t o t h e l e t t e r c o l . A l e r t
f a n s w i l l f o l l o w o u r l e a d a n d r o n i n a t e
C h a l l e n g e r f o r a H u g o , R S N .

expla ins the t ru th about UFO's; Buck
C o i i l s o n , s l i g h t l y a fi r e , r e v i e w s b o o k s .
S a d l e r s h a r e s e x t e n d e d d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h
r e a d e r s i n t h e l e t t e r c o l . W e l i k e t h i s
f a n z i n e a b u n c h : s e e o u r e d i t o r i a l .

D e r o g a t o r y R e f e r e n c e § 9 0
Ar thu r D . H lava ty
2 0 6 V a l e n t i n e S t r e e t
Yo n k e r s N Y 1 0 7 0 4

A s m a l l p e r s o n a l z i n e . T h e o b l i g a t o r y
"job lost due to insanely stupid corporate
downsizing" tale; discussion of abook on
t h e R o s e n b e r g c a s e a n d a f e w o t h e r b o o k s ;
H l a v a t y, l i k e m a n y o t h e r s , c a n ' t r e s i s t
getting in his 2<t: worth on the Lewinsky
scandal; one LOC in vMch Ted White ponti¬
ficates. We get no sense of any connect ion
t o o r i n t e r e s t i n f a n d a n .

F a b l e s O f I r i s h F a n d o m V o l . 1
J o h n B e r r y
4 C h i l t e m s , S o u t h H a t fi e l d ,
Her t fordsh i re , ALIO 8JU, Uni ted Kingdan

Arep r i n t o f Be r r y ' s co lumns f r cm 1954 -
1 9 5 6 , o r i g i n a l l y i n H y p h e n a n d o t h e r
famous fanzines of the t ime. We specia l ly
l i k e d t h e A . C . C l a r k e - i a n t a l e a b o u t t h e

r o b o t b i r d . I l l u s t r a t i o n s a r e a l s o p e r i o d ,
most ly f ron the la te Ar thur Thcxnpson. I t ' s
ha rd to j udge i f t h i s was re - fo rma t ted , as
e v e n t h e c u r r e n t i n t r o d u c t i o n l o o k s t o
have been produced on amanual typewri ter.
T h e fi r s t o f s e v e r a l v o l u m e s o f a n o t a b l e
f a n - h i s t o r y p r o j e c t .

Thyme i ^^123 /Aus t ra l i an SF News §83
A l a n S t e w a r t .

P. O . B o x 2 2 2 , W o r l d T r a d e C e n t e r
M e l b o u r n e , V i c t o r i a , 8 0 0 5 A u s t r a l i a

T h y m e i s t h e d e fi n i t i y e n e w s z i n e o f t h e
D o w n - U n d e r s c e n e , c r a m n e d w i t h i n f o o n
books , fi lms , conven t i ons , f an f unds ,
par t Io f an. in terv iew wi th Dav id Gemmel l ,
e v e n a S o c i a l C a l e n d a r. I f y o u ' r e i n t o
A u s t r a l i a n f a n d o m o r j u s t i n t e r e s t e d , t h i s
is the place to look. ASFTSl is primari ly
book reviews, though Merv Binns also does
a s h o r t c o l u m n r e fl e c t i n g o n a l a t e f r i e n d .

T h e R e l u c t a n t F a m u l u s § 5 3
T h c m a s S a d l e r

422 W. Maple Avenue
A d r i a n M I 4 9 2 2 1

Agorgeous co lor cover by Shery l B i rkhead
leads o ff another top-notch issue. Good
news, as the ed i to r ' s bout w i th depress ion
i s much i np roved . A fo l i o o f d raw ings by
Hugo fanartist Joe Mayhew; David Henninger
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g\reep5 ?
[[Edi tor ia l ccx iments appear in the

c i o s t o n a r y d o u b l e b r a c k e t s . ] ]
" t h e l a s t t i m e 1 w a s n c x n i n a t e d w a s 1 9 6 7
—how 'bout that, my man?" He waggled
h is fingers in my d i rec t ion in vd ia t seoned
t o m e t o b e a d i s t i n c t l y d i s m i s s i v e g e s t u r e :
"Pish-tush!" his fingers seemed to say,
or maybe even, "I think you're chopped
l i v e r. " T h e n h e w a l k e d o f f . ( I r e f r a i n e d
from some finger language of my own.)

That's vdiat slipped the meat to my
delicate personality and that's v^y I
privately complained to you, months later,
tha t i t had been 30 years s ince Iwas las t
nomina ted fo r aFanar t Hugo . I 'm su re i f
I cou ld t r anscend my ego I ' d be a l l t he
b e t t e r f o r i t .

Anyway, I'm not in fandom for winning
H u g o s ; w i t h a l l t h i n g s c o n s i d e r e d , t h a t ' s
probably agood thing: the unfortunate way
real i ty is r ight now, Ican bare ly a fford
the time to be in fandom at all. (I hope
this doesn't get me cut off any mailing
l i s t s . )

[ [Having conceded that re forming the
system is beyond our meager powers, all
we can do is keep putting you on our
b a l l o t — v d i i c h ( s e e e d i t o r i a l ) w e a r e
d o i n g a g a i n t h i s y e a r. ] ]

S T E V E S T I L E S
8 6 3 1 L u c e r n e R o a d

R a n d a l l s t o w n M D 2 1 1 3 3

N o w t h a t t h e H u g o a w a r d s a r e o v e r w i t h
f o r a n o t h e r 11 m o n t h s , I t h i n k t h a t i t ' s
amore modest ly appropr ia te t ime to thank
you fo r sugges t i ng tha t I be nomina ted i n
the Fanar t ca tegory ( the check is in the
m a i l ) . I t h i n k t h a t a l l a r t i s t s h a v e a
s t r e a k o f e g o t i s m — i t ' s a s u r v i v a l
m e c h a n i s m — a n d t h e r e a r e t i m e s \ d i e n I d o
need agood wal low in egoboo —but as for
working in fandcm for the purpose of
a c c u m u l a t i n g a w a r d s , t h a t ' s n o t v ^ t I ' m
d o i n g i t f o r . I l i k e t o d r a w ; I ' m d o i n g
it for me. If soneone wants to buy me a
beer because they l i ke my a r t , tha t ' s
a n o t h e r m a t t e r e n t i r e l y.

H o w e v e r, I ' d b e s o m e s o r t o f a l i a r i f
I d i d n ' t a d m i t t h a t t h e l a c k o f a r o n i n -
at ion hasn' t bothered me; somet ime in the
l a t e 1 9 8 0 ' s I r e a l i z e d t h a t " o n e o f t h e s e
days" just wasn't going to happen (though
*pos thumous l y * r ema ins aposs ib i l i t y ) c i nd
I t h i n k t h e i r r i t a t i o n r e a l l y s w a t t e d m e
at the '96 LACon, on the night of the
Hugo awards ceremony. Iwas standing in
the lobby ta l k ing w i th f r i ends when I
n o t i c e d a f a n a r t i s t I k n e w a p p r o a c h i n g ,
v i s i b l y d i s t r e s s e d , o n t h e v e r g e o f t e a r s ,
perhaps alitt le bcmbed. when Iasked
what was troubling him, he replied that
it was the first time in years that he
hadn't been ncxninated. His lower lip
t r e m b l e d . . . Aw w w. . . " H e y, d u d e , " I s a i d
jocu lar ly ( fo r I too was inebr ia ted) ,

C A T H E R I N E M I N T Z

1810 S. Rittenhouse Square #1708
Phi ladelphia PA 19103

Despi te the examples to the cont rary,
a n d t h e r e a r e m a n y, I t h i n k I ' l l s t i c k t o
my opin ion that on the whole th ings in
the us-versus-them department are improv¬
ing. Once upon atime it was cnistcxnary for
languages to \ase "human being" to mean

and scxnething else, l ike "enemy" or
stranger" to mean "them".

I t was a lso no t unusua l to fa ta l l y bonk

u s
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the people f rom the next va l ley over the
h e a d v h e n v e e n c o m t e r e d t h e m a n d h a d
s u p e r i o r n u m b e r s . We e x p e c t e d t h e s a m e i n
return vhen they had the advantage. This
is no longe; r genera l ly the fash ion, a l¬
though we aan a l l l i s t fi ve o r s i x r eg ions
vhere they ;are working hard on honoring
o l d c u s t o m s .

I s t i c k t o m y o p i n i o n t h a t y o u a r e a
p robab l y im iL t i - t en tac l ed a l i en vho j us t
h i r e d a n i m ] p e r s e n a t o r f o r t h e W o r l d c o n . I
mean , how aan we eve r know vho the rea l
E .B. Frohvet is? Maybe i t ' s
a D a x - l i k e j p e r s o n a l i t y
t h a t t r a n s f ( 2 r s f r o m h o s t

t o h o s t , g a l h e r i n g
e x p e r i e n c e c i s i t g o e s o f
v h a t i t ' s l i k e t o b e
m a l e , f e m a l e , a n d
w h o l l y o t h e ] : . W h a t r e a l
name lurks c inagra i rma-
t i c a l l y b e l r l n d t h a t e , b ,
f , r , a n d s o f o r t h ? A p o o r
t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n o f s o m e ¬
t h i n g u n p r o n o u n c e a b l e ?

[ [The ver i f l as t t ime ,
a f t e r t h i s f a n d a n i s o n i t s
o w n : " F r o h v e t " i s N O T a n
anagram of our "real" name
o r a n y t h i n g e l s e . ] ]

W e l l , R o h v e t ( c l i c k ) f e b .
Ton, D ick o r Har ry, o r vha t
e v e r , y o u m c i y b e i n t e r e s t e d
to know SFC says t ha t a
B r i t i s h p r o c J u c t i o n o f t h e
G o r m e n g h a s t b o o k s i s i n
t h e v o r k s . I t ' s h a r d t o
imagine how they wi l l
manage such a th ing, g iven
h o w d e p e n d e n t t h e b o o k i s
on the word-p lay and i l l us¬
t r a t i o n s o f i t s a u t h o r . I
p r e d i c t d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,
but would he happy to be vnrong. Ivrould
h a v e t h o u g h t a n i m a t i o n w o u l d h a v e s t o o d
t h e b e s t c h ^ m c e . H o v e v e r . . . i t a p p e a r s t o
b e a l i v e p r o d u c t i o n . H o w w i l l t h e y e v e r
find anyone to p lay Steerp ike?

[[We'd be interested to see vhom they
cas t as Doc to r P runesqua l l o r. ] ]

total of 5different people." And vabII
o v e r h a l f o f t h e n h a v e b e e n G e i s a n d
L a n g f o r d . T h e FA A N Av r a r d s v ^ e r e fi r s t
c o n s t i t u t e d i n , v e i l , 1 9 7 4 t o a d d r e s s t h a t
d i s p a r i t y, a s i t w a s h e l d t h a t t h e B e s t
Fanzine Hugo was going, not to the best
fanz ine , bu t to the bes t - l ook ing and bes t
d i s t r i b u t e d f a n z i n e s L o c u s a n d ^ R e v i e w.
A n d t h e fi r s t F A A N A v a r d v e n t t o B i l l

Bovers ' Outvror lds v^ch vas a lso pro¬
f e s s i o n a l l y p r i n t e d a n d v a d e l y d i s t r i b ¬
u t e d . . .

I n E x p a n d e d U n i v e r s e ,
R o b e r t H e i n l e i n a s s e r t s

t h a t t h e p r i n c i p a l u s e o f
Ta r o t c a r d s w a s t o c o n v e y
a n o f f e r o f a s s i g n a t i o n
v d - t h o u t v i o l a t i n g p r o p r i ¬
e t y ( p p . 5 4 6 - 7 ) . I h a v e t o
v e n d e r a b o u t t h i s .

Last year 's Wor ldcon
o p e n i n g c e r e m o n i e s f e a t u r e d
S u e F r a n c i s g e t t i n g r o p e d
b y a p r o f e s s i o n a l l a s s o i s t .
H e r h u s b a n d s h o v e d t h e
t a p e a t t h e c o n v e n t i o n I
v e n t t o v e e k e n d b e f o r e

las t . Sue was proper ly
e m b a r r a s s e d .

Guy L i l l i an ves loo lc ing
f o r y o u , t o o , a n d v ^ e n I
m e n t i o n e d t o h i m t h a t y o u
had been by the FOSFAX
dinner he vas very annoyed
a t h i m s e l f f o r m i s s i n g i t .

[ [ C a t h e r i n e M i n t z s a y s
the "Frohvet" you met was
a n i m p e r s o n a t o r . W e d e f e r
t o h e r e x p e r t i s e . ] ]

Con Cancun has the p rob lem
o f b e i n g a r e m o t e c o n t r o l
bid; i.e. nonebf the con
ccxnmittee members actually

l i v e s t h e r e . B o s t o n f o r O r l a n d o v a s s e e n
as having that problem even though af ter
the rea l ignment they d id add comni t tee
m e m b e r s f r a n t h e a r e a . . .

The rev iew o f Chr i s topher P r ies t ' s
F u q u e F o r A D a r k e n e i n q I s l a n d m a k e s m e
t h i n k o f s i m i l a r b o o k s . I n 1 9 7 3 J e a n
Raspa i l vn ro te The Camp Of The Sa in t s ,
h a v i n g a m i l l i o n C a l c u t t a n s t a k e o v e r
s h i p s a n d s a i l t o t h e R i v i e r a , t r i g g e r i n g
avas t march o f t he da rke r popu la t i on
i n t o E u r o p e . . .

One of the things we admire about ' the
net' is its racial and gender ambiguity.
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I f"In the entire period from 1974 to date
[the Fan Writer Hugo] has been given to a
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You can be vrfioever you vent to be." Until
you actual ly t ry to meet anyone. There is
a r u l e t h a t i f y o u e n c o u n t e r a s e x u a l l y
aggressive female persona in achat room,
t h a t i s a m a l e p r e t e n d i n g .

I n t h e o r y, a m i n o r . . . c a n p e t i t i o n f o r
emanc ipat ion: to be dec lared the lega l
equivalent of an adiiLt." Alice Dalgleish
c o u l d n o t b e l i e v e t h i s , v ^ c h m a d e h e r
almost reject Heinlein's The Star Beast
b e c a u s e o f t h e c h a r a c t e r i n t h e b o o k v ± i o
had done exact ly that. Kimberly Mays/
Twiggs, the swapped baby in the infamoias
F l o r i d a c a s e , d i d s o a s w e l l .

For not knowing about "s t icky quar ters
Ted White v/ i l l cast you out from the
community of fandom...

[[We alvrays wondered vto were the
F a n z i n e P o l i c e " v t o i s s u e d l i c e n s e s t o

par t ic ipa te . Sho i iLd we send h im aquar ter
with our application? Or ma^^e v?e'll hire
Guy L i l l i an to rep resen t us aga ins t the
c h a r g e o f i l l i c i t p i ± » l i s h i n g . . . ] ]

i n t o a l l s o r t s o f o d d a r e a s o u t o f s h e e r
c u r i o s i t y . W h a t I d o n o t u n d e r s t a n d i s
v ^ y s o m e o t h e r w i s e i n t e l l i g e n t f a n s s e e n
t o b e l i e v e i n t h i s i d i o c y. . .

P a t r i c i a R u s s o w r i t e s t h a t s h e w i l l

a lways read book reviev/s. Inever much
c a r e d f o r b o o k r e v i e w s , e v e n w h e n I h a d
the money to buy books (v^en Iwas bui ld¬
ing my co l lec t ion in the 50 's th rough the
70 's ) . Even v^en Id id some rev iew ing fo r
Delap 's Rev iev/s Iwas do ing i t more for
t h e p l e a s u r e o f w r i t i n g i n a n e w f o r m . . .
Iam one of yoior readers vho bel ieves
that your book reviews "appears to be the
s e c t i o n o f l e a s t i n t e r e s t . . . " S o v d i a t —
i t i s y o u r z i n e s o p u t i n t o i t v t e t e v e r
y o u l i k e .

Having been previously involved in WSFS
B u s i n e s s M e e t i n g s . . . I fi n d t h a t y o u a r e
m ischarac te r i z ing v te t goes on the re .
There are some business things vMch have
t o b e h a n d l e d s c m e v ^ e r e , s o t h e B u s i n e s s
M e e t i n g i s v ^ e r e t h i s n e c e s s a r y s t u f f c a n
ge t done . A l so , i t i s no t t he sys ton
v ^ c h i s t o b l a m e f o r f a n z i n e s a n d f a n

wr i ters you do not l ike be ing nominated
t o t h e H u g o b a l l o t , b u t t h e f a n s v i i o d o
t h e n o m i n a t i n g .

[[First, ve never said we "don't l ike
oertain people: we'd just like to see a
l i t t l e m o r e o p e n n e s s i n t h e p r o c e s s .
Second, the fans v^o do the nominating
a r e p a r t o f t h e p r o b l e m . ] ]

Lloyd Penney writes, "More and more
faneds are leaving the web to go baok to
paper." So, who? And where? Ihave not
s e e n a n y o f t h e m y e t . . . T h e s e r e p u t e d
r e t u r n e e s m a y n o t k n o w t h a t I a m b a c k a n d
r e c e p t i v e t o t r a d e s .

I t

I I

I I
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W h i t e , s c h m i t e ; m a l e , s c m a l e ; s t r a i ^ t ,
s c h m a i ^ t — v ^ o t h e h e l l c a r e s a s l o n g
a s y o u c o n t i n u e b r i n g i n g \ a s Tw i n k . T h a t
i s m y t a k e o n t h e m a t t e r a s I v / a s m o r e
concerned wi th the contents of your z ine
than the con ten ts o f your pan ts —or even
i f you wore any. I t was your scht ick , so
you may do with it as you please. Oh, and
I thank you for Twink #11. Iam unemployed
aga in , so Iw i l l spend seme t ime vnr i t ing
a L O G t o y o u .

To continue about your "charade". Now
that you have dropped the anonymity,

. . .And ye t , i n asense , we ' r e g l ad t o be
f r e e o f i t . " G o o d . N o w — i s i t p o s s i b l e
f o r y o u t o s t o p w r i t i n g i n t h e " r o y a l "
case? Imean, now that you have "outed"
y o u r s e l f , a l l o f t h i s " w e " a n d " u s " s t u f f
s e e m s a b i t m u c h . O r a r e y o u c l a i m i n g
that there is more than one of you?

[ [Ha r r y Warne r J r. says t he ed i t o r i a l
p l u r a l w a s c o m m o n i n f a n z i n e s i n t h e
1940's. Call it our hommage to fan history.
/There are as many of us as there are.]]

A s a p e r s o n o f a b s o l u t e l y n o i n t e r e s t
i n ma t te rs occu l t (and o the r supers t i¬
t ious nonsense) I j us t sk i i tmed over your
a r t i c l e o n T a r o t . I c a n u n d e r s t a n d t h a t
f a n s ( a t l e a s t t h o s e v t o p o s s e s s i n t e l l i ¬
gence and an inquiring mind) may delve

W M . B R E I D I N G
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Thanks for Twink #11. So, v/e are coning
clean, slowly. SWM! Much like Ms. Rosen-
zweig , I 'd come to the conc lus ion tha t
you were aman. Next thing you loiow you' l l
be telling us your real name and letting
your ha i r dovm in pub l ic .

Iwas much in te res ted in your co iments
a b o u t Va r l e y. I v r o u l d l i k e t o r u n a " L o o k
Back At John Varley" kind of piece in
S t a r fi r e — p r e f e r a b l y b y a w o m a n , b u t I
don't know any vranen in fandom at this
po in t v r t io a re wr i t ing SF c r i t i c i sm.

[[Mnm, Claire Brialey and Maureen Speller
in Banana Wings —see our review this
issue. Ladies? The offer is out there ] ]



On as ic3e no te —the more Ige t back
into fanzines fanc3om the more Ithink just
how "off" Rodney Leighton's piece {vdiich
I n e v e r s a w — j u s t t h e r e a c t i o n t o i t )
a b o u t t h e l e i c k o f w c x t e n i n f a n z i n e s w a s .
I t s e e m s t h e a r e a r e a t r e m e n d o i a s a m o u n t o f
them from my vantage point.

From your comments Ican only assume
that you ares not much into fan history.
That 's vdiy Iconsider Mimosa to be an
"important" fanzine... Why do you consider
Mimosa important, then? Simply because i t
wins Hugos? Somehow Idoubt that.

[[True, wes're not much into fan history,
and that's \^y Mimosa does not greatly
i n t e r e s t u s a s a r e a d e r . B u t i t ' s v e r y
much a"foceil point" fanzine vdiich tends
to un i t e f andom as ag roup . ] ]

together at hidden places and editing
m y s t e r i o u s f a n z i n e s . . .

Anyway, i t was afunny fannish game for
that Imust thank you. But in the name of
a l l f a n s o f T w i n k I t h i n k n o w d e s ; i r v e a
nice and fannish "Frohvet" party at Chicon
2000 . I f o r my pa r t p romise he rew i th to
come in avA i i t e j ean and p ink sh i r t . ( I
n o p e I ' l l fi n d t h i s s i x t i e s s t u f f s o m e -
vhere here —i f no t , we l l , I 'm apa in te r. )
T h e r e w e c a n t h r o w a fi n e " F r o h v e t "
contest , searching the person loo ld.ng
nea res t t o t he o r i g i na l . And I encou rage a
high attendance of female looking "Froh-
vets" for aOTntest of "How my favourite
f e m a l e F r o h v e t w o i x L d h a v e l o o k e d l i k e . "
You see , enough s tu f f f o r a funny t ime .

[[Fine by us. We guess female fans -would
be more l ikely to -own pink shirts anyway.
(For the record, we chose the pink shirt
because it's the most conspicuous garment
w e o w n . ) ] ]

But now thanks for Twink 11, alight blue
zine thcit brightened the de-op blues of a
cold, windy autumn day. As usual you put
toge ther good read ing mate r ia l , funny
wr i t i ng a rv i fann ish LOC's , n i ce ly decora ted
with fannish artwork. Stroll ing thr'ough
the LOC's made me feel comfort just like
sitting among good friends in any fanzine
lounge.

Ilaughed out loud reading Harry's
comments on the failure of "Perry Rhodan"
in the U.S. due to "the worst possible
name of aprtagonist". We German speakers

N E D B R O O K S
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Thanks for the Twink #11.1 don't quite
see why you say that the British Royal
Family involvement in Freemasonry is not
"occult" —Ialways thought of Freemasonry
as one of the odd comers of occult prac¬
t i ce . I n te res t i ng a laou t t he Ta ro t . The
only large dictionary Ihave unpacked as
y e t S a y s t h a t t a r o c c h i i s a p l u r a l o f t h e
o b s o l e t e o l d I t a l i a n t a r o c c o , a n d t h a t
the word referred to apopular card game.
H a v e y o u l o o k e d i n t h e O E D ? M i n e i s s t i l l
packed up. My 1894 9th edit ion of the
Br i t tan ica lomi ts any ment ion of the
s u b j e c t .

[ [ O u r g r a n d f a t h e r w a s a n A n c i e n t F r e e &
A c c e p t e d M a s o n a n d r e c e i v e d a M a s o n i c
r i te funera l —apparent ly in addi t ion to
t h e C h r i s t i , a n r i t e — w h i c h o u r m o t h e x
remembers only as "weird". We stand on
our theory t’nat the modem or bridge deck
is adebased form of the Lesser Arcana.]]

unpopular MUG-o y/oT\Kc-
it's iwat 4 e , » / o - V e ,
p*pui-aotar r ^ ^ t t
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world lias lost another chcirming riddle —
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lady h id ing beh ind "Frohve t
l ike the bubbles of asoap opera —n.t.
y.h.l.t.m. Rodney must firui another
to dream of Peggy, Sheryl, and Cat coming
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always thought of "Perry Rhodan" as acool
h e r o i c n a n v e f o r a t r u e s a v e r o f t h e u n i v
e r s e . ( A t l e a s t b e t t e r t h a n " K a r l - H e i n z
Niedermaier" or "Hans Jurgen Ochsenknecht".
I t h i n k I m u s t t e l l W a l t e r E m s t i n g , t h e
i n v e n t o r o f t h e o l e s t u f f v h o l i v e s n e a r ,
that the people over there th ink on sone-
t h i n g l i k e a fl y i n g s q u i r r e l o r s u c h o f
h is migh ty hero .

c u r r e n t l y h a v e a p i n k s h i r t o r v A i i t e
j e a n s .

[ [Umm, we or ig ina l ly in tended that as a
j o k e , b u t i f y ' a l l a r e h a p p y w i t h t h e
idea, maybe i t wi l l happen. Now we al l
have to encourage Lloyd and Lucinda and
Oino to join the 2000 Worldcon ] ]

S T E V E S N E Y D
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Re: female aspect , have seen i l lo of a
pack where Pope female (Pope Joan?),
Present head of senior Freemason lodge in
Eng land i s am ino r r oya l —Duke o f Ken t
if memory serves. Curious as Royals
s u p p o s e d t o b e s o t i e d t o C h u r c h o f
E n g l a n d , a n d F r e e n a s o n s n o n - C h r i s t i a n .
S o i t g o e s .

[ [See ou r commen t t o Ned B rooks ' LOC.
Most Masonic lodges (to our knowledge as
a n o u t s i d e r ) e x i s t b e y o n d , o r i n a d d i t i o n
t o , u s u a l r e l i g i o u s a f fi l i a t i o n s . ] ]

Weird t imewarp feel to see term "persons
of co lour" —Id 've thought a term las t
in usage pre war, maybe even pre WW I?
Clearly I'm wrong, in States anyhow.

[[It 's arare and rather formal usage
i n t h e U . S . b u t s t i l l s e e n o n c e i n a
v^ le . The usua l L isage here i s "b lack
o r "A f r i can -Amer i can " ; seme o lde r f o l ks
o f b o t h r a c e s s t i l l u s e " c o l o r e d " . ] ]

I r e a d T h e H o b b i t a s a k i d , a n d s t i l l
found vAien got to LOTR way to read was to
dive in v^ere Frodo etc. got on the road,
then go back to start when background

I 'm k ind of sad to have the "mystery" of
y o u r i d e n t i t y e n d . I e n j o y e d i t v ^ l e i t
l a s t e d . I f I g e t a c h a n c e t o m a k e a H u g o
ron inat ion , you and Shery l B . w i l l be on
m y l i s t .

[ [Shery l , yes . For us , you cou ld do
b e t t e r . ( S e e o u r r e c o m n e n d a t i o n s i n t h e
e d i t o r i a l . ) B u t h e y , i t ' s y o u r b a l l o t . ] ]

I 've enjoyed the book and zine reviews;
e v e n t u a l l y I ' l l g e t t o b u y a n d r e a d
Ciara 's Song. Reading t ime is in b i ts and
p i e c e s l a t e l y ; h a v i n g t a k e n o n t h e c a r e
a n d f e e d i n g o f a n e l d e r l y r e l a t i v e , a n d
my daughter s tar t ing midd le school .

As for Franz 's le t ter (and your comment) ,
c o u l d n ' t E . B . F . b e a b e a u t i f u l b e a s t ?
And Lyn McConchie: i f Isend you two copies
of Dewachen will you pass one on to
Michael Hurs t? . . .Yep, "Perry Rhodan"
b e l o n g s i n a J a p a n e s e " b i g m o n s t e r " fl i c k
w i t h t h a t n a m e . E i t h e r t h a t o r i t ' s a

fl y i n g d i n o s a u r l a w y e r . . .
I l i k e t h e i d e a o f a F r o h v e t P a r t y . I

I ' l l have t o go shopp ing t hough as I don ' t : ”

I I
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g e t s n e c e s s a r y .
Soneone with anagram program on corputer

should run "E.B. Frohvet" through, see
v t e i t d e c o d s i s a s .

[ [ T h u d . T h u d . T h u d . ] ]

B u t t h e a r t i c l e w a s f a s c i n a t i n g , b o t h
f o r t h e h i s t o r i c a l r o o t s o f t h e v a r i o u s
decks and systems, whi le not get t ing too
deeply invo lved in the actua l methods o f
d i v i n a t i o n a n d i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . T h o s e a r e ,
as you imp l y, ama t te r o f pe rsona l p re f¬
erence and onpathy usually between the
r e a d e r a n d t h e q u e r e n t . I c l a i m n o
expe r t i se . My i nvo l vanen t w i t h t he Ta ro t
a n d o t h e r s y s t e n s o f d i v i n a t i o n l i k e t h e »

Ch inq o r na ta l as t ro logy, i s someth ing
Idabbled with years ago in my 20's, not
v e r y s e r i o u s l y b u t w i t h a s o r t o f ( s c e p t i c a l )
f a s c i n a t i o n f o r w h a t I s a w a s a b r a n c h o f

p r a c t i c a l p s y c h o l o g y. I r e c a l l o n e f r i e n d
a t u n i v e r s i t y , p s y c h o l o g i s t s p e c i a l i z i n g
in non verba l responses , made ac red i tab le
"Madam Rose" fortune teller at an open
day, which suggested that Tarot readers are
ac tua l l y sk i l l ed peop le reade rs . On t he
other hand, Icou ld never get much out o f
the more solitary casting of the ^Chinq.

One thing Inodded at was your obser¬
va t ion about the Conno l l y Taro t and th is
tendency of the New Age to try and cover
up the da rke r aspec ts o f o lde r be l i e f
s y s t e m s ( S t o r m C o n s t a n t i n e h a s r e f e r r e d t o
this as the "fluffy Goddess syndrcxne") and
I ' v e h e a r d f r o m a n o t h e r f r i e n d w a s
asked to "lose" some of the less savoury
p r a c t i c e s o f t h e C e l t s ( t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f
heads for example) f rom amanuscr ipt sub¬
mitted to one New Age publ isher.

I w o n d e r i f t h e r e ' s s c o p e f o r a F a n
Tarot, with Major Arcana trumps based on
figures such as The Neo, The BNF, The
Dupl icator Struck Down, or The Fal l Of
Inchmerry?

Ihad hoped to meet Carolyn Cherryh a
month or so la ter a t the At lanta Dragon
Con, bu t un fo r tuna te ly she had to pu l l ou t
a t t he l as t m inu te w i t h an eye i n fec t i on
t h a t m a d e h e r u n a b l e t o t r a v e l .

I n o t i c e A n d y H o o p e r i n C r i f a n a c , a l s o
h igh ly p ra ised B i l l Bowers ' Ou twor lds as
o n e o f t h e b e s t f a n z i n e s h e ' s s e e n t h i s

year. I'm going to have to see how many
$I've got left over after DragonCon.
Both Br idget , in Squiqqledey Hoy, and Jae
Lesl ie Adams in Squib, report on the
"Getting Laid" panel at CorfluUK. Iget
the impression Jae may have been hoping for
a s e r i o u s a n d c o n s t r u c t i v e a p p r o a c h t o
fann ish sex , bu t f r cm Br i t s , and on
Sa tu rday n igh t? Th is i s the coun t ry tha t
g a v e y o u B e n n y H i l l a n d A r e Yo u B e i n g
S e r v e d ? , r e m a n b e r ?

J O Y V . S M I T H

8925 Selph Road
L a k e l a n d F I . 3 3 8 1 0

Cute covear on Twink #11. Iwas pretty
s u r e t h a t v a s a n 1 1 b e f o r e I c h e c k e d t o
b e p o s i t i v e .

S o , a l l i s r e v e a l e d . I c o n f e s s I w a s
pretty sut€ ; at one point that you were
f e m a l e , t h o u g h r e c e n t l y I b e g a n t o v a c i -
l a t e . N e x t s t e p — n a m e ?

[ [ S u r e . " E . B . F r o h v e t " . We ' d l i k e t o
know v^y you thought we were female, and
what changesd your mind? ]]

R e : H u g o s . N e x t y e a r w e m u s t s t a r t
p r c x n o t i n g e a r l i e r !

I e n j o y e < 3 t h e W o r l d c o n r e p o r t . To o b a d
about the stadixjm grand opening Saturday.
That would give one pause.

Re: reviews. Ienjoyed The Key Of The
K e p l i a n ( g o o d p r e m i s e ) ; I d o n ' t t h i n k I ' v e
r e a d D e r e l i c t F o r T r a d e , b u t I b e l i e v e I
read Redl i :ne The Stars. I t was disappoint¬
i n g . A f t e r r e a d i n g y o u r r e v i e w, I l o o k
f o r w a r d t o D e r e l i c t . I w o u l d a l s o l i k e t o
read Farming Daze and Ciara's Song.

Ien joyed the a r twork and ca r toons too ,
especially the ones on pp. 20 and 21.
Bu t , i s tha t a roach on p . 23? (Mus t
r e m e m b e r t o p u t r o a c h b a i t o n t h e
s h o p p i n g l i s t . )

[ [ We t h o u g h t i t w a s a c r i c k e t ! S h e r y l ? ] ]
R e : y o u r o r i g a m i d r a g o n . I w a n t o n e !

Maybe Icou ld send Tr in lay scxneth ing for
h e r n e w z i n e .

S T E V E J E F F E R Y

44 White Way, Kidl ington, Qxon,
0X5 2XA, U.K.

The thing that was of most interest, and
opened up awhole new side of E.B. Frohvet,
w a s t h e a r t i c l e o n Ta r o t . To y o u r l i s t o f
SF/ fantas i ; - re ferences Ican add Taro t
Ta l e s , e d . C a i t l i n M a t t h e w s a n d R a c h e l
Pollack, 1989 (but recently reprinted),
and Piers Anthony's God Of Tarot and Faith
Of Taro t (no t read , so Idon ' t know vd ia t
use they nake of the system). The Tarot
Tales anttiology was more specific, asking
f o r s t o r i c i s t h a t e i t h e r f e a t u r e d o r m a d e
use o f the ; cards as insp i ra t ion fo r the
s t o r i e s . . .



You rea l ise , in your fina l tag to Wm.
B r e i d i n g ' s l e t t e r, t h a t y o u h a v e d e s t r o y e d
t h e v ^ o l e i n d u s t r y o f s e r v i c e i n d u s t r y
charm school" t ra in ing courses? Now i f

that doesn't make people seek you out and
b u y y o u a d r i n k . . .

[ [Any good single malt Scotch. Or red
w ine . Occas iona l l y we ge t a tas te f o r a
M a n h a t t a n ( v ^ s k e y — s t r i c t l y , r y e —
a n d s w e e t v e r m o u t h ) . ] ]

"Enough about cats" writes Murray Moore.
Y o u w a n t s t o r i e s i n s t e a d a b o u t b i r d s o r
fish. Le t me te l l you about the t ime our
c a t b r o u g h t t h i s b i r d i n . . .

o w n e d . C u r r e n t l y w e h a v e a 7 0 t o 7 5 - l b .
housedog , vd i i ch Iadmi t i s l a rge r than
idea l , bu t she behaves very we l l . An I r i sh
Ret r iever (b red to car ry b randy kegs to
I r ishmen too drunk to s tagger to the pub) .

[ [ B r i t f a n D e r e k P i c k l e s , i n a L O C i n
Banana Wings #11, cal led himself an "ant i¬
cat fan". For our part, we get along with
dogs , mos t l y ; we ' ve j us t neve r had aca t
c o m e i n t o t h e p u b l i c s t r e e t t o a t t a c k
us ] ]

Oh , L ione l Fan tho rpe i s f asc ina t i ng
e n o u ^ , e v e n i f h i s fi c t i o n i s n ' t . H i s
early books weren't "banged out", though.
Accord ing to h im, they were ta lked out .
At Seacon in 1979, he gave one of the two
b e s t t a l k s a t t h e c o n v e n t i o n . H e s a i d
t h a t h i s m o t h e r r a n a s e c r e t a r i a l s e r v i c e ,
s o h e w o u l d t a l k o u t h i s s t o r i e s t o t h e
d i c t a p h o n e s o f t h e w o u l d - b e s e c r e t a r i e s ,
who then typed them up for him as part of
the i r l essons . . . He was then , acco rd ing to
h im , do ing abook aweek , and h i s pub l i she r
n e v e r r e a d t h e m b u t d i d c o u n t t h e w o r d s t o
make sure he was gett ing ful l measure of
o u t p u t . H e a d m i t t e d t h a t t h i s m e t h o d d i d
l e a d t o e r r o r s — n o t j u s t c h a n g e s i n
names during the course of the book, but
someone who died in Chapter 4might be
a l i v e a g a i n i n C h a p t e r 9 . . .

Juanita agrees with Lyn McConchie about
M i c h a e l H u r s t . I d o n ' t w a t c h t h e s h o w
m u c h , b u t h e d o e s s e a n t o g e t m o r e f u n o u t
o f h is par t than the o ther ac to rs do .

R i g h t , R u s s e l l , I r e m e m b e r s t i c k y
quar ters , and the term lasted wel l beyond
the t ime tha t aquar te r wou ld pay fo r a
f a n z i n e .

I a g r e e w i t h L l o y d o n N a l o H o p l c i n s o n ; I
r e a d h e r fi r s t b o o k a n d i t w a s e x c e l l e n t ,
t h o u g h t e c h n i c a l l y f a n t a s y r a t h e r t h a n
S F. ( B u t h o w m a n y r e a d e r s e v e r m a k e t h a t
d i s t i nc t i on any more?)
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H a r t f o r d C i t y I N 4 7 3 4 8

I 'm af ra id my react ion to your explana¬
t i o n o f t h e r o n d e p l u m e ( w e l l , h a r d l y a
p l u m e ) i s " S o v ^ t ? "

I ' v e n e v e r b e e n i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e T a r o t
o r p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t e d i n i t . J u a n i t a
c a n d o r e a d i n g s w i t h e i t h e r a Ta r o t o r
r e g u l a r d e c k , b u t h a s n o b e l i e f i n i t ;
acco rd ing t o he r i t ' s agame . . . The one
r e a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g Ta r o t d e c k w e h a v e i s
the "Fantasy Showcase Tarot". In 1980,
a f t e r s o m e y e a r s o f w o r k , B r u c e P e l z
p r o d u c e d t h i s o n e , w i t h e a c h c a r d i l l u s ¬
t r a t e d b y a d i f f e r e n t f a n a r t i s t — B i l l
R o t s l e r , F r e f f , J a c k i e C a i o s g r o v e , L e e
H o f f m a n , E d d i e J o n e s , J u a n i t a C o u l s o n ,
R i c k S t e m b a c k , D a n S t e f f a n , T i m K i r k ,
e t c . 7 8 c a r d s , 7 8 a r t i s t s . A u n i q u e i t e m
i n a n y s t f c o l l e c t i o n .

I d o n ' t o b j e c t t o c a t s a s M a r t y C a n t o r
does ; we had t hem a round t he bam vd ien I
w a s a b o y , a n d J u a n i t a l i k e s t h e m . W e
cur rent ly have one s tup id housecat . I
p r e f e r d o g s , b u t n o t s m a l l d o g s ; a 2 5 - l b ,
cocker span ie l i s the sma l les t dog I ' ve

J A N I N E G . S T I N S O J
P . O . B o x 4 3 0 3 1 4

B ig P ine Key FL 33043

T h a n k s f o r Tw i n k ' s # 1 0 a n d 11 . E v e n t s
have conspired to keep me from LOC'ing on
a r e g u l a r b a s i s . . . T h e r e w a s a h u r r i c a n e
. . . We ' r e a l l fi n e , t h e m e s s G e o r g e s l e f t
i s ge t t i ng c leaned up i n an o rde r l y
m a n n e r . . .

R e : F a n H u g o s a n d m u l t i p l e w i n n e r s ,
after reading that certain winners have
w o n t h e s a m e a w a r d m o r e t h a n fi v e t i m e s



in arow, I'm unpleasantly surprised that
these folks aren't gracious enough to
w i t h d r a w t h e m s e l v e s f r o m n o m i n a t i o n f o r a
year, let alone to be forced by changing
the Hugo vot ing rv i les. Didn' t scmeone in
one of the professional categories do that
Cwithdraw thanselves) in recent years?

[[Michael Whelan at least once. Mike
Glyer withdrew the year he was also Chair
of that year's Worldcon. Teddy Harvia and
Brad Foster have declined to be nominated
in the Fan .Art ist c lass, that we know of.
Generally, however, relying on individual
r e s t r a i n t h a s n o t w o r k e d . ] ]

Thanks a l so f o r t he Co rflu 1999 i n fo . I f
anyone e lse has more on th is (a l l Iknow
is that it's planned to be held in Panama
City FL), please do write to me directly.
I'd be intejcested in knowing the details...
I'm still biatting 1.000 for non attendance
at cons: this year Imissed Worldcon,
Necroncmicon 98 (Tampa), DragonCon, and
Tr o p i c o n d a s s n ' t l o o k t o o s o l i d a t t h i s
point!The first three were prime opportun¬
ities to at least catch aglimpse of C.J.
Cherryh, an(3 the last is the closest con to
w h e r e I l i v e !

[[As Steve Jeffery noted, Carolyn Cherryh
had to drop out of DragonCon at the last
minute. If ^rau ever do get achance to
meet her, Jjuiine, just walk up and say
hello: she's very nice (though at
o f t e n v e r y b u s y ) . ] ]

Margaret B. Simon's cover and p. 3art
were distinctive and eye-catching; hope
we'll continue to see her work.

Re: your cxxrments in your review of the
atevi books by Cherryh, until Fortress In
The Eye Of Time came out, Iwas wondering
if Cherryh iiad hit aplateau. The Fortress
series {Eye Of Time, Fortress Of Eagles.
For t ress Of Owls, For t ress Of Dragons) is
mesmer iz ing. Cherryh has said in recent
in te rv iews t± ia t she 'd wan ted to wr i te th i s
series for the last 20 years, but for
various reasons couldn't do so. I'm glad
she finally got contracts for it! Anyone
else who's interested in Cherryh's style
and "attitucle" should read Jane Fancher's
Ring Of L ightn ing; i t 's s imi lar in "at t i tude
to Cherryh's fantasy, but has astyle and
h u m o r a l l i t s o w n .

In the area of "fascinating things I've
recently stumbled on", Isaw aPBS program
e n t i t l e d C o l o r s O f I n fi n i t y v ^ c h w a s a l l
about fractal geometry. My brain warped.

Ikept s ta r ing a t the screen and murmur¬
ing, "wow" (and that was during the parts
vrfiere people were talking!). If any
readers here get achance to see this pro¬
g r a m , I h e a r t i l y r e c o m m e n d i t .

I'd like to thank Sheryl Birkhead for
ment ioning N3F and Tightbeam. We're s t i l l
around, though hanging by our fingernails.
Anyone interested in joining N3F can write
to me i f they don ' t have d i rec t con tac t
d e t a i l s h a n d y.

c o n s . M I C H A E L W. WA I T E
1 0 5 W . A i n s w o r t h
Yp s i l a n t i M I 4 8 1 9 7

Since my surname is Waite, I'm especi¬
a l l y a t t r a c t e d t o t h e R i d e r - Wa i t e Ta r o t
d e c k . I d o n ' t k n o w i f I ' m r e l a t e d t o
Arthur Edward Waite but both sides of my
family (Waite/Pelton) came from England.
I'm also attracted to the Swiss Tarot.

Yo u r a r t i c l e " T h e F a n ' s I n t r o d u c t i o n To
Tarot" was very informative. Ihave always
been intrigued by Tarot cards and the
various symbolic designs they display.
Some decks are very creative in design
v^iile others are atrocious. Inever paid
much attention to the history of Tarot,
as Iwas a lways more in te res ted in the
a r t i s t i c a s p e c t s o f t h e v a r i o u s d e c k s .

Ihave often thought about creating a
set of "photographic" Tarot cards, using
models. Isuspect someone has already
done aset by now. Iseem to remenber
ing the beginning of aset, several
ago, by awell-known photographer.

s e e -

y e a r s



Ihad adream afew months ago vdiere I
was photographing anude ( female) in a
b a t h t u b f u l l o f c r y s t a l - c l e a r w a t e r . I w a s
randomly throwing Tarot cards in to her
bath water. She, in t i jm, was read ing the
cards as they floated in the water. When
I t h r e w i n t h e l a s t c a r d , s h e s l i p p e d b e ¬
neath the water and never reappeared.
Someday, Imay photograph that sequence.

from time to time v^en strange organisms
were carried only afew thousand miles,
l ike smal lpox to Nat ive Amer icans f rom
Europe or syphilis from Asia to Europe by
ind iv idua ls re tu rn ing f rom the Crusades .
I'm sure Mars is already contaminated with
s o m e b a c t e r i a a s a r e s u l t o f t h e u n m a n n e d
l a n d i n g s . . .

The Hagerstown post of the American
Leg ion con ta ins a t ypo t ha t hasn ' t been
corrected in near ly 80 years. I t was named
f o r t h e fi r s t l o c a l m a n k i l l e d i n W o r l d
Wa r I , M a u r i c e F r o c k . B u t s o m e h o w t h e n a m e
w a s m i s u n d e r s t o o d a n d i t b e c a m e M o r r i s
Frock Post #42... and nobody has changed
i t s i n c e .

S t i c k y q u a r t e r s w e r e a f a v o r i t e f a n n i s h
topic bac)c around mid-century, a long wi th
the question of who sawed Courtney's boat,
c ro t t l ed g reeps , o r Nydah l ' s d i sease . The
pr ice of fanzines was rare ly more than
2 5 < P. . . F a n s w e r e w i s e e n o u g h n o t t o s e n d
sums for subscript ions more than $1, be¬
cause of the sudden death syndrome v^ch
a f fl i c t e d m o s t f a n z i n e s ; i t w a s d i f fi c u l t
t o w r i t e a c h e c k f o r l e s s t h a n $ 1 w i t h o u t
t h e r i s k t h e r e c i p i e n t w o u l d a l t e r s l i g h t l y
the amount to ten t imes vfet the payer
i n t e n d e d , s o q u a r t e r s a t t a c h e d t o l e t t e r s
wi th ce l lophane tape were the favored
method of buying fanzines.

[ [Okay, now that we understand "st icky
q u a r t e r s " , v t o t ' s u p w i t h " c r o t t l e d
greeps"? (We have afeeling we're going
t o b e s o r r y w e a s k e d t h a t . . . ) ] ]

H A R R Y W A R N E R J R .
4 2 3 S v m i i d t A v e n u e

Hagerstown MD 21740t

The 11 th Tw ink gave me the mos t compre¬
hensible explanation of the Tarot that I've
s e e n i n a f a n z i n e o r e l s e v d i e r e . T h e l e a d
i l l us t ra t ion s t ruck me immed ia te ly because
I've been known as the Hermit of Hagerstown
and the figure in that p ic ture bears seme
resemblance to myself, though my posture
is not near ly that good. To the best of my
memory, I 've never had my fortune told by
e i t he r conven t i ona l p l ay ing ca rds o r t he
Ta r o t . I s u p p o s e I n e v e r e x p e c t e d t o l i v e
a l i fe tha t las ted as long as mine has and
thought Iwou ld find ou t my fa te w i th in a
shor t per iod o f t ime w i thou t he lp f rem
t h e o c c u l t .

Your Worldcon report is one of the very
few that I've received, 2^ months after
t h e e v e n t . T h i s i s c u r i o u s b e c a u s e t h e y
usua l l y a r r i ved in cons iderab le numbers
af ter ten weeks. Of course, th is might re¬
s u l t f r e m t h e f a c t t h a t t h e r e w e r e a p p a r ¬
en t l y no ma jo r exc i tenan ts o r con t rovers ies
o r a c c i d e n t s i n B a l t i m o r e t h a t w e e k e n d a n d
s o f a n w r i t e r s h a v e n ' t f e l t i m p e l l e d t o
r u s h i n t o p r i n t t h e i r o p i n i o n s . . . Yo u r
react ion to the con is pret ty much the
same as Iexper ienced every t ime Iwen t to
amajor fan ga ther ing back in the o ld days ;
n o t t h e t r e m e n d o u s l i f e t h a t s o m e f a n s
g e t o u t o f c o n v e n t i o n s , a n d I t o o f a i l e d
to s tay f o r t he l as t day o r two acoup le
o f t i m e s , b e c a u s e I s i m p l y g o t t i r e d o f
standing around and taDcing so much.

Patricia Russo's LOG brings to mind my
own suspic ions about the bacter ia problem
i n e x p l o r a t i o n o f o t h e r w o r l d s . C o u l d t h i s
be the reason vAay there are no verified
instances of BEM's from other planets pay¬
i n g v i s i t s t o E a r t h i n r e c o r d e d h i s t o r y ?
I s n ' t i t p o s s i b l e t h e r e i s n o s o l u t i o n t o
the problem of how to land on other worlds
w i thou t c rea t i ng ca tas t roph i c p lagues f rom
germs and viruses carried on the visitors’
b o d i e s a n d e q u i p m e n t ? . . . J u s t t h i n k o f t h (
h a v o c t h a t h a s o c c u r r e d o n t h i s p l a n e t i

L Y N M c C O ^ C H I E

Farside Farm, Ngamoko Road
R.D . No rsewood , New Zea land

Yes, so you're awasp. And Igather the
impression that you're also afinch. Oh,
wel l . Hopefu l l y nex t t ime I 'm in the USA
I'11 be able to run into you at some con
o r f a n g a t h e r i n g . . . T h e o t h e r i d e a i s t h a t
m a y b e y o u s h o u l d c o m e t o t h e n e x t Wo r l d c o n
— t o v d i i c h I ' m g o i n g — a n d v ^ c h i s i n
Melbourne, Aust ra l ia in '99 , most conven¬
i e n t l y f o r u s o n t h i s s i d e o f t h e w o r l d .

[ [Mm, wel l , no, we've pret ty much
decided not to go to Melbourne. Have you
considered running for DUFF in 2000? We'd
be g lad to nominate you. Or i f you ' re
planning to be in the U.S. anyt ime soon,
give us sane advance notice, maybe some¬
th ing cou ld be a r ranged . ] ]

The buitper sticker you purchased for me
at the con is amusing f r iends. S ince I

25) spent half this year redecorating the



b a t ± i r o o m i n r e d , v A i i t e , a n d b l a c k i t fi t t e d
i n t h e r e p e r f e c t l y a n d I s t u c k i t c a r e f u l l y
across the door of the large l inen cup¬
b o a r d r i g h t b e s i d e t h e h a n d b a s i n . I o f t e n
h e a r c h u c k l e s f r o m t h a t b i t o f t h e r o c x n
as fr iends dive in, wash hands, and do a
l i t t l e r e a d i n g a t t h e s a m e t i m e .

And vd i i le you ' re co l lec t ing b lack char¬
a c t e r s h a v e y o u e v e r r e a l i s e d t h a t t h e
Queen of the; Star Kingdom and her relations
are black? In case that doesn't ring any
bells, i t 's the "Honor Harrington" series
by Dave Webeor (which I love, they're
t e r r i fi c b o o k s ) a n d o n e o f t h e Q u e e n ' s
cous ins i s M ichae l Henke, a long t ime
f r i e n d o f H o n o r. I n a t l e a s t a c o u p l e o f
the books t l ie i r co lor is made very c lear,
not as anytl i ing PC but simply as part of
t he desc r i p t i on . The same c la r i t y app l i es
to many othea: characters. The books too
are superbly non-sexist. I 've just got the
l a t e s t a n d p l a n t o r e a d i t t o m o r r o w .

[ [We've r€^d acouple o f the "Honor"
books —re'v^iews bacJclogged as usual —
but either not the ones you're talking
about , or wes jus t missed that po in t . ] ]

A n d o n D a y b r e a k 2 2 5 0 A D , t h i s w a s n o t
quite OUR hoLstory. Many of Andre's SF books
a r e s e t i n a s l i g h t l y a l t e r e d u n i v e r s e /
Earth. Sometimes that's very obvious, as
in S ta r Gate , o r no t so c lear, as in
Daybreak. But i f you look out for the
m ino r d i f f e j r ences , t hey a re t he re . I n t ha t
wo r l d t he re was aw ing o f a l l - b l ack av i a¬
tors. In Sbar Gate the Starpeople too are
clearly of ;an unusual racial genotype.

[[We once got in an argument trying to
d e fi n e W i t c h W o r l d a s a n a l t e r n a t e E a r t h
(duh) and we were to ld i t was afantasy
and we should keep our ignorant opinions
to ourself. One of the reasons v±iy we
s t a r t e d a f c a n z i n e . . . ] ]

"The coeffic ient between the rubber end
of acrutch and wet linoleum is not only
not al l i t should be, i t 's adamn sight
less," as Imentioned to our supermarket
m a n a g e r a f e w m o n t h s b a c k . I s w e a r I d i d a
complete sotnersault before touching down
.. . I 'm lucky. Ionly had bruises.

. . .Dean had bought abus. An ex- tour
bus, sane 44 seats, and agood deal . He'd
tom the seats out having no use for them
. . . I h a d a b e t t e r i d e a . S o D e a n a n d
Dianne put up asign imder my letterbox,
FREE BUS SEATS. Left two samples out on

the verge and watched than vanish.. . The
sea ts t r i ck led away un t i l abou t ha l f we re
gone. Cur ly had agreat t ime monster ing
a r r i v a l s , s h r i e k i n g a b o u t t h e f t o f h i s
proper ty, and genera l ly mak ing adamn
nu isance o f h imse l f . . . Then most unusua l ly
q u i e t . . . F i r s t l y b e c a u s e a l l t h e b u s s e a t s
had gone and secondly that at that moment
Fa rs i de was gande r l ess f o r t he fi r s t t ime
in almost ten years... Dean had the Land '
Rove r i n do i ng am ino r we ld i ng j ob . . .
Curly took one look v±ien Dean went to leave
and objected. There was ashriek, the ’
sound of an engine dying. And then Dean
runn ing back apo loge t i ca l l y t o say he 'd
— u r n — r m o v e r C u r l y . I t w a s n ' t h i s
fau l t . Cur l y had been kamikaz i ' i ng aga in
to turn the vehicle. Dean had been tempo¬
rar i l y i ins igh ted and hadn ' t known Cur ly
w a s r i ^ t i n f r o n t o f a v i ^ e e l . D e a n h a d
kept mov ing. Cur ly hadn ' t , and: pressed
g o o s e . W e b u r i e d h i m v ^ i i l e I m u t t e r e d . . .
And as Ipo in ted ou t to Dean a f te r the
b e r e f t w i v e s s h r i e k e d a l l n i g h t , r i g h t
under the housetruck windows, i t was his
faul t . He'd ru ined thei r love l i fe , he 'd
have to put up with the shrieking.

T h i s l e t t e r w a s i n t e r r u p t e d b y f r i e n d s
v^o dropped in to p ick up acoup le o f
boxes|bf stuff Ihad for charity, and show
t h e i r s m a l l c h i l d r e n t h e g o s l i n g s , k i t t e n s ,
and how I co l l e c t t he f r ee - range eggs .
Tiger o f course got wel l in to the act e ind
was cudd led by everyone to h is sa t is fac t ion
. . . Judg ing by the way he 's s i t t ing hope¬
fu l ly by the door a t the moment , he 'd l i ke
more v is i tors —NOW please.

L L O Y D P E N N E Y
1 7 0 6 - 2 4 E v a R o a d
Etobicoke ON, M9C 2B2 Canada

Thanks very much for issue #10 of Twink,
and great to fina l ly meet you in Ba l t imore. >
A s I p r o b a b l y t o l d y o u , t h i s w a s m y fi r s t
Wor ldcon in four years , and i t was great
to get back to it... ‘

Wor ldcon th i s yea r fina l l y a l l owed me to
connect faces with names for many fanzine
fans , such as Guy L i l l i an I I I , Mar t i n Morse
Wooster, Peggy Ranson, Olexandr Vasi lk ivsk i ,
R ich Dengrove, Vic to r Gonza les , the fo lks
vAio produce Probe, and of course, yourself .
No d i sappo in tmen t a t a l l ; I am happy to
meet as many of the people I've been



c o r r e s p o n d i n g w i t h a l l t h i s
t ime, as poss ib le . Reading
your own Worldcon report,
i t sounds as if you were a
l i t t le bored. My week was a
m ix o f t r ave l , ho te l p rob¬
lems, b id tab les and b id
p a r t i e s . . . P h i l a d e l p h i a d i d
win the 2001 Worldcon, by
a b o u t 2 0 5 v o t e s .

[ [Had we known more about
t he f anz i ne l ounge ( t h i s
w a s o u r fi r s t W o r l d c o n a s a
faned) we'd have spent more
time there, met more fans,
and enjoyed the con more.
N e x t t i m e w e ' l l k n o w b e t t e r .
On to CMcago? ] ]

I d i d a l i t t l e n e t s i i r fi n g
t o s e e i f I c o u l d fi n d o u t
where Sheryl Birkhead found
the l i s t o f Hugo ron inees
v ^ o d i d n ' t m a k e t h e fi n a l
b a l l o t . I f o u n d t h a t o n
John Lorentz's Hugo webpage
a n d t h e n I f o u n d . . . t h a t I
r e c e i v e d s i x n c x n i n a t i o n s f o r

B e s t F a n W r i t e r . H a p p y f a n I a m .
[ [ S e e o u r e d i t o r i a l . ] ]
For some reason Iusua l l y don ' t read

b o o k s b y f r i e n d s ; i t p u t s m e i n a d i f fi ¬
cu l t pos i t ion in case the book is garbage.
J u l i e C z e m e d a i s a n o l d f r i e n d f r o m
T o r o n t o f a n d o m a n d n o w l i v e s w i t h h e r

f a m i l y c l o s e t o v ^ e r e I g r e w u p . I h a d
cons idered buy ing her book fo r apeek, bu t
I n o w t h i n k I ' l l s t i c k t o m y o r i g i n a l
p o l i c y .

I d i d p i ck up i ssue §1 o f Cha l l enge r a t
B u c C o n e e r. I ' m g l a d I p u r s u e d i t a l l t h i s
t i m e . A n o t h e r e x c e l l e n t z i n e .

A f t e r s t a t i n g i n s e v e r a l f a n z i n e s t h a t
we were go ing to see The Pos tman , we neve r
did. Guess that was just as wel l . One
movie we did see recently was What Dreams
M a y C c m e . J u s t a g r e a t m o v i e , b a s e d o n t h e
novel by Richard Matheson. Great story l ine
w i th t remendous e f fec ts tha t he lp the s to ry
a l o n g i n s t e a d o f d i s t r a c t i n g f r c r n i t .

I t h i nk Dave Lang fo rd i s h imse l f mys t i ¬
fied that he's won so many Hugos (he's up
t o 1 5 , I t h i n k ) . I f t h e r e ' s s u f fi c i e n t
concern that the Best Fan Wri ter Hugo wi l l
be renamed the Langford, perhaps he could
do what Michael Whelan did some years ago
. . . a n d w i t h d r a w h i s n a m e f r c x n c o n s i d e r a ¬
t i o n .

A F r o h v e t p a r t y i n
Chicago in 2000? You're
on ! Whi te jeans and ap ink
shirt: wish it was enough
t o g e t H a r r y W a r n e r t o
a t tend aWor ldcon aga in !
W e ' l l a l l n e e d r i b b o n s t o
w e a r o n o u r b a d g e s t h a t
say " I am E.B . F rohve t " . . .

[ [ O f c o u r s e t h a t s h o u l d
read, "We are E.B. Frohvet" .
// But won't you and
Y v o n n e l o o k d u l l e d d o w n i n
m e r e p i n k ? ] ]

f
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R O B E R T L I C H I M A N

P . O . B o x 3 0
G l e n E l l e n C A 9 5 4 4 2

B e l a t e d t h a n k s f o r Tw i n k 1 ,
w h i c h a r r i v e d a r o u n d t h e fi r s t o f

the month but got caught up in a
fl u r r y o f a c t i v i t y g e t t i n g t o g e t h e r

t h e b o o k I a n n o u n c e d i n T r a p D o o r # 11 :
F a n o r a m a : W a l t W i l l i s ' F a n C o l u m n s

From Nebula SF. I '11 be tak ing i t to the
p r i n t e r n e x t w e e k ( w e l l , a c t u a l l y t h e

c o p y s h o p t h a t c a m e i n w i t h t h e b e s t b i d )
and expect to be pu t t ing i t in the mai l by
the middle of November. It's a100-page
c o l l e c t i o n t h a t i n c l u d e s a l l f o r t y o f
W a l t ' s c o l u m n s i n N e b u l a a s w e l l a s fi v e
o t h e r s t h a t a p p e a r e d a f t e r t h a t z i n e
f o l d e d i n 1 9 5 9 . N e a r l y a l l t h e i l l u s t r a ¬
t i o n s a r e b y t h e l a t e A r t h u r T h o m s o n ( ATo m )
a n d I p r o v i d e a c o u p l e p a g e s o f i n t r o ¬
ductory mater ia l . Copies are $10 postpa id
a n y v ^ e r e . . .

A n i n t e r e s t i n g p a i r o f S u e M a s o n
i l l u s t r a t i o n s o n t h e f r o n t c o v e r t h i s
t ime —al though as you say they were s i±^
m i t t e d a s s e p a r a t e d r a w i n g s , t h e y d o w o r k
w e l l t o g e t h e r . O f t h e t w o , I r a t h e r p r e f e r
t h e s p a c e s h i p , fi n d i n g t h e c o m b i n a t i o n o f
h i g h - s t e p p i n g w o m a n a n d d o g i n b u b b l e s u i t s
a l i t t l e * c u t e * f o r m y t a s t e .

[ [ W e t h o u g h t t h e y l o o k e d g o o d , a l t h o u ^
we went w i th the "spacesh ip" one to fi t
the Worldcon/Hugo Awards thane, and put in
t h e o t h e r b e c a u s e , w e l l , i t fi t i n t h e
s p a c e . S u e s h o u l d b e b e t t e r k n o w n i n U . S .
f a n z i n e f a n d o m . ] ]

R e g a r d i n g y o u r o n g o i n g d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e
H u g o n o m i n a t i o n s , I s h o u l d m e n t i o n t h a t . . .
H o w a r d D e v o r e ' s e x c e l l e n t r e f e r e n c e w o r k
T h e H u g o , N e b u l a , A n d Wo r l d F a n t a s y Aw a r d s
h a s b e e n u p d a t e d t h r o u g h t h e 1 9 9 7 a w a r d s



i n a l l c a t e g o r i e s a n d p u b l i s h e d a s a 3 4 0 -
page trade paperback by Advent:Publ ishers.
I g o t m i n e f r o m H o w a r d v ± i o o f f e r s t h e m a t
U S $ 1 6 p o s t p a i d . H i s a d d r e s s i s 4 7 0 5 We d d e l
Street, Dearborn Heights MI 48125.

Your Worldcon report , vMle novdiere near
as ex tens ive as Mike Glyer 's in the cur rent
F i le 770 , was non the less en te r ta in ing
reading. Idon't recall Mike commenting
on George R.R. Mart in in t roducing h imsel f
as a"scxneclay forgotten SF writer", vdiich
m a d e r o e c h u c k l e . . . F i n a l n o t e : V i c t o r
Gonzales' friend is Sheila Lightsey.

Ican second Marty Cantor 's remarks
a b o u t t h e i n a d v i s a b i l i t y o f d i s t r i b u t i n g
one's fanzine at conventions, although
i t ' s qu i te acus tom over wd th ou r U .K .
fanpub l i sh i .ng b re th ren , pub l i ca t ion sched¬
ules there being timed to maximize handing
o u t n e w i s s u e s a t c e r t a i n c o n v e n t i o n s . . .

I l a u g h e d o u t l o u d a t F r a n z M i k l i s '
cartoon atop p. 21, "Rodney waiting for
an invitation" to the female faan lounge.

[[We sent: the original to Rodney, vdo
sa id he would hang i t on h is wa l l . ] ]

...I'm "vegan" at hcxne; that is, Ido
no meat, eggs, or dairy prcxlucts during
the week. However, Ispend weekends with
m y g i r l f r i e n d a n d e a t o u t m u c h o f t h e
time, and my diet then expands to encom¬
pass seme ciairy and certain meats, though
not much of the latter and then mainly
seafood and poultry. The main exceeption is
w^en I'm in Los Angeles, v^ere Itend to
e a t e n t i r e l y J e w i s h d e l i a t a p l a c e c a l l e d
C a n t e r ' s , w h o s e m e n u I e n c l o s e . . . I d o n ' t
fi n d a n y p fi r t i c u l a r c o n fl i c t i n t h i s
d i v i d e . . . I a l s o w e a r l e a t h e r s h o e s a n d a
l e a t h e r b e l t . . .

[[L.A. is along way for us to go even
fo r gcod a^med bee f , v ^ch we l i ke
i n a v d i i l e : w e h a d a l o t o f J e w i s h f r i e n d s
in school ;and ate lots of kosher food. ]]

Hi>vo comc oor
not* On

S H E R Y L B I R K H E A D

2 3 6 2 9 W o o d fi e l d R o a d
Gaithersburg MD 20882

Along wi th the same/usual nominat ions,
I h a d t o fi g u r e o u t h o w I f e l t a b o u t z i n e
v o t i n g — d i d I v o t e f o r t h e b e s t o n t h e
l i s t o r f o r v * a t I f e l t w a s H u g o q u a l i t y
( m e a n i n g I m i g h t b e v o t i n g N o A w a r d ) —
I s p e c i fi c : a l l y s a y z i n e b e c : a u s e , s o f a r,
I h a v e n o t f e l t I h a v e h a d t o m a k e t h a t
dec i s ion i n any o the r ca tegory.

Ikeep thinking I' l l send you the SF
Taro t deck , t hen wo r r y i t m igh t ge t l os t
( i n s u r i n g i t w o u l d n ' t r e p l a c e i t — a t
least Idon ' t th ink there are any le f t
f r e m B r u c : e P e l z ) .

I ' v e o n l y s p e n t a " s u b s t a n t i a l " a m o u n t
o f t ime a t a few Wor ldcx jns v^ch , un fo r¬
t u n a t e l y, m e a n s I ' l l c x x n p a r e . T h e l i t t l e
Isaw o f Ba l t imore seened to , say, meet
t h e b a s i c s — b u t I a l s o r e c a l l ( t r u e i t ' s
n o t a W o r l d c x j n ) D i s c l a v e w a s a t r e m e n d o u s
hit, but maybe that 's r idicmlous —given
t h e d i f f e r e n c : e i n s i z e .

[[Some people are more ccxnfortable at
smal ler local cons v^ere they know a
higher per(centage of people. We've told
one or two people that attending Worldcxjn
as the i r fi rs t conven t ion may no t be the
b e s t i d e a . ] ]

Perhaps you've heard —Ian Gunn died
last week; fandem lost abright l ight and
K a r e n l o s t h e r o t h e r h a l f . I r e a l l y h o p e
he knew how much fandem loved and
a p p r e c i a t e d h i s w o r k .

[[We never had the honor of knowing Ian
but we admired his ar t in many z ines. ] ]

The Rotsler/Stiles il lo on p. 16 is
S U P E R B !

Nice to see Harv ia represented in your
p a g e s .

U m — b i r d s a n d fi s h : I m a n a g e d t o k i l l
off parakeets and guppies, so quickly
decided they were not for me.

L e A n n — t h e l a t e s t W h i t e b c o k w a s a l s o
m y l a s t r e a d — v e t e r i n a r y m e d i c i n e t o
the Nth degree.

I t h i nk I ' ve sa id i t be fo re , bu t I have
p u t o u t a z i n e — s e v e r a l A P A z i n e s a n d
s e v e r a l o n e - s h o t s ; I ' m j u s t n o t i n t o t h e ,
a h e m , d i s c u s s i o n m o s t f a n e d s WA N T t o
g e n e r a t e .

o n c e

YBecauseitV aw \v^s\^e
joke



US on t o cop ie r - i nv i s i b l e -b lu9 penc i l s ,
t h e r e b y g r e a t l y i m p r o v i n g t h e a p p e a r a n c e
of 1>.in.n]c in one simple step.

The Le t te rhack Le t te r o f Apprec ia t ion
for Most Consistent lOC'cer was aphoto
( c o p i e r ) fi n i s h , b u t a t t h e w i r e t h e
s t e w a r d s g a v e t h e n o d t o J o s e p h M a j o r. N o
matter what 's in the magazine, Joseph
finds sc«neth ing in te res t ing to say about i t .

s

The Empty Frame (see the invisible
diploma?) for Not Obviously Apparent
He lp goes to the Inv i s ib le Coup le —they
k n o w w h o t h e y a r e — f o r m o r a l s u p p o r t ,
pasta sa lad, p icn ics, and keeping our
" r e a l " i d e n t i t y s e c r e t t h r o u g h g r e a t
t e m p t a t i o n .

T h e A n t i p o d e s A l b a t r o s s A \ r a r d f o r
F u r t h e s t C o r r e s p o n d e n t fl a p s o f f t o f a r
New Zealand and Lyn McConchie. (We like to
speculate on the route by which Twink
reaches h.er: Los Angeles/Honolulu/Guam/
Sydney A'fellington?)

M a n , t h e r e a r e s o m a n y a r a r d s o u t t h e r e ,
you can ' t ra lk down the s t reet w i thout
t r i p p i n g o v e r o n e . T h e r e a r e H u g o s a n d
Hogus Eind Retro-Hogus and Nebulas and
Rebels and FAANs and Wor ld Fantasys and
N o v a s a n d p r o b a b l y a b u n c h w e ' v e n e v e r
heard of . Obviously no useful purpose is
s e r v e d b y s t a r t i n g u p m o r e . I n o u r u s u a l
o b s t r u c t i o n i s t s p i r i t , t h e r e f o r e , d e c l a r e

cathedra The First Occasional Tvhnk
Avrards for Real or Supposed Accomplishment
i n T h i s F a n z i n e .

On t ha t sub jec t , aspec ia l Sa lu te O f
Apprec ia t ion to the long-dead d ip lomats
w h o a g r e e d o n t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l P o s t a l
C o n v e n t i o n , a l l o w i n g f a n s t o r e a c h f a n s
a c r o s s o c e a n s , b o r d e r s , a n d e q u a t o r s .e x

The Pen -And - Ink Cup f o r Bes t Cove r was
t h e t o u g h e s t c a l l \ r e h a d t o m a k e f o r t h e s e
a i r a r d s . W e ' v e l i k e d a l l o u r c o v e r s a n d

c o n s i d e r t h e m o n e o f t h e s t r e n g t h s o f t h e
z i n e . R e l u c t a n t l y w e n a r r o w e d i t t o t v r o
w e f a n c i e d a s m i d g e n m o r e , b u t n o w a y c a n
w e c h o o s e b e t w e e n t h e m : S t e v e S t i l e s '

"Unicom Beset By Wolves" (#4) and Margaret
Simon's "Gormenghast Meditat ion" (#7).

T h e W i l l i a m B u s h M e m o r i a l A ; r a r d f o r

L o y a l t y g o e s t o S h e r y l B i r k h e a d , a r t i s t ,
v e t e r i n a r i a n , t r u f a n , o u r fi r s t c o n t r i b u t o r ,
who has been w i th us s ince day one and has
d e v o t e d o f h e r t i m e a n d t a l e n t f a r b e y o n d
r e a s o n a b l e l i m i t s , e s p e c i a l l y f o r a t o t a l
s t r a n g e r s h e ' s n e v e r a c t u a l l y m e t .

C o n t i n u i n g t h e v e t e r i n a r y t h e m e , \ j b
d e c l a r e a t i e f o r t h e H o o f I n M o u t h T r o p h y
f o r D u m b e s t T h i n g S a i d I n O r A b o u t Tw i n k .
H a l f a H o o f g o e s t o A n d y H o o p e r f o r c a l l i n g
t h i s n o n d e s c r i p t l i t t l e f a n z i n e a n d i t s
i n o f f e n s i v e e d i t o r " f e y a n d p o t e n t i a l l y
d a n g e r o u s " . W e r e s e r v e t h e o t h e r h a l f H o o f
t o k i c k o u r s e l f i n t h e b u t t f o r t h e d u m b
r e m a r k w e m a d e a b o u t c e r t a i n a r t i s t s b a c k

i n # 3 .

T h e E d i t o r ' s D i s c r e t i o n a r y G i f t C e r t i f ¬
i c a t e f o r a F r e e D i n n e r i s i s s u e d t o

J u d i t h H a n n a a n d J o s e p h N i c h o l a s , o u r
fi r s t o u t - o f - U . S . c o n t i b u t o r s . B u t t h e y
have to show up in person to col lect i t .

F i n a l l y , a g e n u i n e T h a n k Yo u t o a l l t h e
f a n s w h o s e c o n t r i b u t i o n s , o b v i o u s o r
subtle, have helped us take Twinlc from a
dor ] ry l i t t le fanz ine to a , umm, dorky
m e d i u m - s i z e d f a n z i n e .

The Non Pho tocopy B lue R ibbon i s g i ven
t o E l i z a b e t h G a r r o t t o f F O S F A X , w h o t u r n e d

@



O c t o b e r 1 6 t h s e t a n e w r e c o r d : n i n e
l e t t e r s (howeve r, no f anz ines ) . Sone th ing
to remanber as encouragement in those days
vrfien the mail drop is onpty for two weeks.

I S C E L L A N Y

Are we the only one vtio's noticed that
(especia l ly) in the lowl iest flunkye v e n

McJobs, people have gone from "employees
to "associates" to " team members" in the
last couple of years? What's up with that?
We're okay w;Lth being an "employee".

t l

QUOTE OF THE DAY
Ihave seen the future, and it's much

l i ) ce the p resen t , on l y l onger.
—Late baseba l l p laye r Dan Qu isenber ry.

i^parently something of awit (by baseball
standards) Quisenberry also gave as his
r e a c t i o n t o t h e M e t r o d o m e s t a d i u m i n
Minneapolis: "I don't think there are any
good uses for nuclear weapons, but this
m i g h t b e o n e .

Perhaps you caught the Sabrina episode
vAiere Sheryl 's cousin Valer ie wants to be
acheerleader. "Val is hanging out with a
bad crowd," Sabrina complains to her aunt;
and t he aun t r ep l i es , "Trekk ies? "

Send those le t te rs o f p ro tes t to ABC. . .

t l
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F o r t h e fi r s t t i m e , w e ' v e f o u n d a b o o k
s t o r e w i t h s e p a r a t e s e c t i o n s f o r S F a n d
fantasy. Three rac>:s for SF (one of vAiich
was exc lus ive ly med ia t i e - ins ) and fou r
r a c ) < s f o r f a n t a s y .

I I

S to r y P ro jec t Upda te : A t t he l as t r epo r t ,
you may recal l , we had sent our story to
a l o c a l s m a l l - p r e s s a n t h o l o g y. We s e n t i t
i n m o r e t h a n a m o n t h b e f o r e t h i e r d e a d ¬
l ine, and waited more than three months
after. No response of any sort . We then
sen t t he s to ry t o I nd igenous F i c t i on .
True t o t h i e r p r cxn i se o f aqu i ck r ep l y,
I F ( E v e l y n G t a t r i x , A s s o c i a t e E d i t o r ) s e n t
a^emi-form reply in two wee):s: "This
p a r t i c u l a r t n l e d o e s n o t fi t t h e n e e d s o f
t he pub l i ca t i on a l t hough i t was we l l
written and we enjoyed reading it." At
t h i s t i m e w e i d e c l a r e t h e S t o r y P r o j e c t
s u s p e n d e d i n d e fi n i t e l y.

O n a m o r e s e r i o u s n o t e , a 1 5 - y e a r - o l d
a t a B a l t i m o r e p u b l i c s c h o o l , v ^ o c l a i m s
to be aWiccan and prac t ic ing w i tch , was
suspended for "casting aspell" on another
student . The g i r l den ies the charge and
c l a i m s r e l i g i o u s p r e j u d i c e .

One reader v^ose opinion we respect says
o u r g u i d e l i n e o f e x p e c t i n g a r e s p o n s e
"every other issue" (in practice, as you
k n o w, t h e r e ' s s o m e fl e x i n t h a t ) i s
"str ingent". Real ly? Is apostcard or note
every s ix months real ly too much to expect?

T r i v i a D e p t . : T h e w o r l d p r e m i e r e o f
Tcha ikovsky 's P iano Concer to No. 1 in B-
F l a t M i n o r t o o k p l a c e i n v t e t c i t y ? H i n t :
no t Moscow. (We no t i ce nobody came up
w i t h t h e a n s w e r t o a p r e v i o u s q u e s t i o n ,
t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o m u s i c o f W i l l i a m

T u t h i l l . )
Robert Sabella's biographical survey

W h o S h a p e d S c i e n c e F i c t i o n ? i s a v a i l a b l e
@US$23.95 postpaid from: Kroshka Books,
6080 Jericho Turnpike, Suite 207, Commack
N Y 11 7 2 5 , ( 5 1 6 ) - 4 9 9 - 3 1 0 3 . W e h a v e n ' t r e a d
it yet but we look forward to many happy
a r g u m e n t s w i t h B o b o v e r i t s c o n t e n t .

Sky &Telescope (December '98) suggests
tha t , i n theory, moons o f "EGP's " (ex t ra¬
so la r g ian t p lane ts ) co ia ld be hab i tab le ;
c i t i n g t h e E G P a t 4 7 U r s a e M a j o r i s a s o n e
w h i c h m i g h t m e e t s u c h c r i t e r i a . T h e a r t i c l e
a d m i t s t h a t d e t e c t i o n o f s u c h m o o n s ,
hab i tab le o r no t , i s beyond cu r ren t tech¬
nology and is "probably decades away". Also
agood ar t i c le on var ious SETI programs.

A f r i e n d i s t r y i n g t o t r a c k d o w n a
story. It may have been in Analy? and she
remembers the author's name as "Christopher
A n v i l " ( ? ) . A l i e n s i n v i t e a h u m a n s o c i o ¬
l o g i s t t o v i s i t t h e i r w o r l d , w h i c h h a s
been rac)ted by nuclear war. The aliens are
e n v i o u s t h a t h u m a n s p o s s e s s n u c l e a r w e a p o n s
b u t c h o o s e n o t t o l a s e t h e m ; t h e p u n c h
l ine i s so r re th ing l i ke , "Teach us to be
that s tupid!" Anylaody?

Golden Age Productions, 2760 Michigan
Ave Smte 2, Kissimmee FL 34744, sells
masks, swords, repl ica guns, gaming toys,
a n d o t h e r t i s e l e s s k n i c k - k n a c k s o f n o
i n t e r e s t t o u s .


